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Close encounters ... 


By JEAN GIUBOWSKI 
(Of the Local Neva Staff) 

Alfred Groer Jr doubts he II ever forget the night of Feb. 12.1910. 

I was sitting in my dad's pickup truck, playing electronic baseball.'' the 12-year-old 
Concord Christian Academy student said the next day He was still startled by what had 
happened to him at 8 05 the night before as he waited (or his lather an Rl. 042 just west 

of Unionville. 

"I heard this man's dog barking. " he said. "I looked up and around to see what waa 
the matter 

"I looked up in the sky and here's this thing — very, very high up. about the site at a 
pea 

"It shot down right over me so I could see it," he continued ' I could see it very 
clearly 1 could see inside " 

According to Al. the "thing" was shaped like a Frtsbee It was illuminated inside and 
gave off a white light And around its periphery it radiated multi-colored lights — blue, 
orange, red. white and yellow 

As it drew closer. Alsaid. he estimated it was "about the site of aTrailways bus." 

"I could see it very clearly." he said. "I could see inside it." 

Al said he didn't think there was anyone inside the vehicle, but he couldn't be sure. 
"I'm not going to say if there was or if there wasn't," he said. "I don't want to lead 

anybody astray 

It hovered over me about 20 seconds, then it shot off right over the cornfield. 

"Then — just like you turned the light off — it was gone." 

Al Groer had seen a UFO 

Although he didn t know it, Al had had a “close encounter of the first kind" — a 
phenomena described by UFO-ologists as a sighting in which there is no interaction 
between the witness and the object he has seen. 

Further, the object Al described fit a classic UFO description. 

"1 was very astonished." he said. "It was just amasing. I thought, ‘Man. what is this 
thing? I've heard stories about these things and here I saw one." 

According to his father, Alfred Groer Sr. of Painters 
Crossroads, young Al isn’t the sort of boy to make up 
tales And although Groer Sr. didn't see the object him¬ 
self. he does not doubt his son saw something. 

Just what that something was is a question that has 
fascinated man for centuries. 

"A strong belief in UFOs has existed hundreds, if not 
thousands, of years," said Joseph Gasslein of West Ches¬ 
ter, who has made the study of UFOs an avocation since 
his own sighting of one in 19*2 
"In Biblical times, there were an appreciable number 
of strange objects reported in the sky," he said. "There 
were reports of strange stars at the time of Nativity. And 
the Wheel of Ezekiel was studied by a NASA scientist, 
who concluded it was a UFO." 

Dozens of books have been written about UFOs 
through the ages, and, in one text on the subject. British 
author Hilary Evans traces UFO sighUngs back as early 
as 332 B C . when Alexander the Great was beseiging 
Greece. 

" Flying Shields' appeared over the Gree camp - 
round discs, flying in triangular formation, one larger 
than the other," Evans writes in UFOl — The Great¬ 
est Mystery. 

"For a while, both armies watched amazed, then from 
the leader lof the UFOsI came Bashes directed at the 
city's defenses, causing walls and towers to crumble as if 
built of mud 

"Then the beseiging army poured in." he writes. "The 
discs hnvered overhead till the city had been successfully 
taken, then swiftly climbed into the sky and vanished." 

o • • 

Sightings continued through the centuries, Evans re¬ 
ports His narrative continues during 6* B.C., with an 
incident rejKirted by the Roman historian, Pliny. 

"Al Home, during the consulship of Gnaeus Oclavious 
and Gius Scribonius. a spaVk was seen to fall from a 
stai. Evans writes "It increased in size as it ap¬ 
proached the earth till it was as large as the moon 

For a while it stood in the sky. diffusing a sort of 
clnudi daylight. " Evans writes. "Then it returned into 
the sky. taking the shape of a torch as it did so." 

And 111 1661. Evans writes, a Jesuit missionary in Ti- 
bel Albert d Orville, reported seeing a (lying object 
shaped like a double Chinese conical hat. 

"Silently it circled the city twice," Evans writes. 

"Then, surrounded by mist, it vanished 

\ Ijma told d Orville that it was the vehicle of beings 
who sail the seas of Space and have brought enlighled 
teachings to mankind in the past, and that these beings 
continued to visit the monasteries of Tibet, teaching and 
revealing lost knowledge " 

As interesting 3S such incidents may be. sightings that 
took place over 2.000 years ago are naturally difficult to 
prove Bui for those who believe bard evidence is not 

aiwa\s necessary 

Over the las! 30 years, though, greater and greater 
ellorts have been put forth by scientists and hobbyists 
alike to obtain some factual evidence about UFOs. The 


big push began with a sighting in June 1947, an incident 
now considered to mark the the beginning of the "mod¬ 
ern era" of UFOs. 

As Joseph Gasslein explained it, Kenneth Arnold, an 
Idaho businessman, was Hying his plane near Mount Ran- 
icr Calif. when he reportedly spotted nine disc-shaped 
objects flying towards him at speeds of about 1.000 miles 
j>er hour 

Reports of the "flying saucers" lit imaginations across 
the nation 

"Throughout the late 1940s and early 1960s there was a 
great rash of sightings reported." Gasslein said. “The 
press was loaded with them. 

"The attitude of the general public was quite mixed," 
iMsaid. "Some people felt they were illusions and others 
turned out to be secret aircraft flights. There were a lot 
of hoaxes perpetrated " 

A lot of people look the attitude "I'll believe it when I 
see it," Gasslein said. 

But many sightings just couldn't be explained away as 
natural phenomena 

e • e 

Gasslein. a retired Boeing Vertol employee and former 
lieutenant colonel with the U.S. Army Reserve, said he 
has always been inclined to believe such things as UFOs 
exist But never so much so as on the evening of April 24. 

1962 

"We were living in Springfield, Delaware County." 
Gasslein said "Our house was on a curved street and in 
bark of the row pf houses there was kind of a little park, 
with a lot of trees 

"My wife was just coming back from an errand and 
she parked the car in the drive." he said. “About the 
same time, a young neighbor girl was coming over to 
visit us and was walking up the street towards our house 
"She (the neighbor) saw it first." Gasslein said "She 
called my wife’s attention to it and then they both called 
me out of the house 

"It" was a circular object flying in from over the park 

it was about 30 feet in diameter. I could judge it by 
the side of the house. Gasslein said it had a pulsing 
greenish dome light on top and it appeared to be made of 
a dark gray metallic material that looked like pitted 
alumninum 

"There was a band rotating around the dome." he said. 
"On the sides there were square openings like windows, 
out of which came a brilliant bright light It gave off no 
heat at all 

"It just cleared the 12-foot maple tree by our house." 
Gasslein said "It was so low I couldn't see underneath 
it." 

Gasslein said the object flew along the back of the 
properties Then — as suddenly as it appeared — the 
object turned sharply and darted away 

According to Gasslein. 13 other people in the area re¬ 
ported seeing a similar object the same night 
“It seems incredible." Gasslein said “You wonder, 
Boy, is this really happening’’ 

“It was as plain as looking at an automobile." he said 
“H was within our view a matter of a couple minutes 
But it seemed longer because it was so dramatic " 
Groer’s and Gasslein’s sightings are just two of dozens 
reported in this area over the last dozen years or so On 
Jan 13. 1972. reports came in of an object with three 
white lights on it with a red light on top. hovering low 
over a big field across from the Schuylkill Township mu¬ 
nicipal building at the corner of Creek and Whitehorse 
roads 

And on Oct. 17, 1973. there was the one that looked like 
"a big old mass of light, floating in the sky — and it had 
little revolving lights on the bottom." according to wit¬ 
nesses who saw it flying over West Whiteland Township 
There are the mis-sightings. too Around one Christ¬ 
mastime in the early 70s. reports came into the Local 
News of a UFO that sang Christmas carols and flashed 
lights over the Malvern area. That turned out to be a 
commercial plane advertising a Frazer restaurant with a 
30-foot lighted message board 

And on Jan 15. 1975. hundreds of people phoned the 
county police radio board to report a bowl-shaped cloud 
with a blue glow floating through the sky. That turned out 
to be the result of a weather rocket launched by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration at Wal¬ 
lops Island. Va 
And still the reports goon 

For several years. Air Force bases around the nation 
took reports of UFO sightings But no longer, according 
to Frank Nowicki. public information officer at Willow 
Grover Air Force Base in Bucks County 


"The Air Force got out of the UFO business about two 
years ago." he said Further. Nowicki said, he had no 
information to offer that was gathered when the Air 
Force was in the UFO business 

But if the armed services are no longer interested 
there are other organizations that are One is the Center 
for UFO Studies in Evanston. Ill 

"We get anywhere from three to 15 reports daily, 
center manager Estelle Postol said "We average over 
1.000 a year We receive reports from over 130 countries 
but we only investigate reports from within the United 
States " 

According to Postol. only five to 10 percent of all re¬ 
ports are unexplainable 

"The rest are generally misidentifications." she said 

"As soon as we get a report, it is turned over to one of 
our investigators." Postol said "Quite often, the investi¬ 
gator is able to identify the object. It then becomes an 
IPO — identified flying object 

“It might be a plane, or we’ll check if there are any 
particular astronomical occurrances happening at the 
time of the sighting." she said. "We check if there is any 
space junk coming through the atmosphere. Sometimes 
the objects turn out to be weather stations." 

The center was begun by Dr J. Allen Hynek. who re¬ 
cently retired as head of the astronomy department at 
Northwestern University in Illinois. It serves now as a 
clearinghouse of reports from around the world and 
maintains a computer bank for researchers. 

"Once wc ve gone as far as we can into the investiga 
tion. wc put it on file in the computer banks so that 
similar characteristics can be checked by researchers,*’ 
Postol said 

According to Postol. the center has researchers around 
the country. Although much of the work is done by phone, 
reports of physical contact or physical tracings usually 
warrant a personal investigation. 

"Often in the case of close encounters the investiga¬ 
tors will go out and do hypnosis (on the witness I," Postol 
said "Wc don’t gel that many calls of close encounters 
But they’re the ones we re most interested in." 

o o o 

Postol explained sightings are broken down into sever 
al categories. 

"There are nocturnal lights — a light seen at night 
time that acts irrationally." she said "And there are 
daylight discs, incidents in the daylight Then there are 
radar visuals — unidentified blips on radar that coincide 
with other sightings. 

"The ones we re mostly intrigued with are close en¬ 
counters. she said "There are close encounters of the 
first, second and third kind 

Close encounters of the first kind occur when the wit¬ 
ness has observed a UFO within 200 yards, but there is no 
interaction between it and the witness or environment 
The second kind does involve an interaction, in which 
there may be interference with the witness, imprints or 
burn marks left on the ground or physical effects on 
plants, animals or humans 

Close encounters of the third kind. Postol said, involve 
interaction with UFO occupants 

But she declined to make any comments on any cases 
the center has investigated or the type of work its re 
searchers are doing or results they re getting 

e • • 

For some, the work of scientists will never be enough 
to prove the existence of UFOs. For others, such work 
isn't even necessary In between are many, who decline 
to commit themselves one way or the other. 

"The dismaying fact is that there is not a scrap of hard 
evidence for the UFO — only tens of thousands of re¬ 
ports. describing what people claim to have seen. Ev 
ans wrilcs "It may be objected that the same is true of 
the planet Venus, which everyone has seen but nobody 
has actually touched 

But at least all observations of Venus lend to corro¬ 
borate one another," he continues "By contrast the UFO 
appears in a different shape, size and form almost every 
time it's seen; behaves differently on almost every occa¬ 
sion; is maddenly elusive and totally unpredictable." 

Gasslein put it another way. 

"It's easy to say. Ah. that's a little too dramatic.”' he 
said "There have been some very dramatic reporta of 
UFOs that have been found to be complete hoaxes It's 
hard to know whether to believe some of these reports or 
not 

But we accept radio, televteon. telephones at per 
funclory things, he pointed out "Why not UFOt?" 





Is There Something Out There Watching? 



A Gose Encounter of the Second Kind 
Is ‘Awesome, Unexplainable Experience’ 


A camping trip on June 17, 1*77. had been no different than 
many previous recreational outings for Dale Schexnaider. It 
tamed out to be “the most awesome and unexplainable experi¬ 
ence” he’s ever had. 

"My life has not been the same since that night,” admitted 
Schexnaider, 26, of 1919 Polk St. 

What had begun as a camping trip turned into a close encoun¬ 
ter with a UFO. Although the incident happened nearly three 
years ago, the details remain vividly etched in Schexnaider’s 
mind. 

He had spent the day fishing and swimming near a private 
camp at Cotile Lake with a couple and their two daughters, ages 
11 and 14. The night was crystal clear. 

Schexnaider, age 23 at the time, and the children were carry¬ 
ing recreation gear from the camp to his pick-up truck. 

"Just before we reached the road clearing, 1 became aware of 
an ultra-low frequency,” Schexnaider explained. "I felt it at first. 
It was like a very large power supply. It was a very omnipresent 
frequency. 1 heard it and felt it vibrate my sternum simulta¬ 
neously. I looked up above the trees and there were all these 
incredibly beautiful pinpoints of light.” 

Hovering motionlessly above the treeline was a disc-shaped 
craft with a bubble-like top, according to written deposition by 
Schexnaider. It appeared to have “parking lights” on and other 
lights seemed to revolve and blink as if they were on a computer. 
They were like “very, very small Christmas tree lights." 

“It (the craft) was huge. I would guess the size to be about 75 
feet across, 50 feet high,” Schexnaider noted. The children also 
noticed the UFO and were staring at it in wonder. 

‘The craft floated directly above us almost. It moved immedi¬ 
ately, yet gracefully, almost in a magnetic sense of control," he 
said. ‘This kind of freaked us out... before we could really react. 

"The underside was almost horseshoe-shaped and irregular, 
but anything below these points of light were too shadowed for 
details," according to Schexnaider. 

The craft began to glow and to shine a bright “studio-type" 
floodlight on the shocked threesome. It then directed several 
deep-blue rays of light at them. 

‘They (rays) were not diffused, but not unlike lasers or laser 
beams. They appeared to strike us in the solar plexus,” he said. 

“It was the most profound color of blue I’ve ever experienced. 
It was almost Biblical. 

“It was an intense, electric, silver-blue thin beam, three to five 
of them centered on our bodies. We were immediately affected 
and I recall hearing crackling sounds in the air right around us, 
but not loud or threatening. 

“We were trapped in what, I guess, was a force- field, for we 
couldn’t move, hardly at all. In a few moments our entire bodies 
shone in this eerie blue aura. We slowly forced our heads down 
to see our arms glowing with electric-blue light. The color per¬ 
meated our whole bodies. 



By Richard Sharkey 
Town Talk Staff Writer 


“Movement had become difficult as in a dream ... slow, heavy. 
After what seemed to be 10 seconds, all the lights vanished in¬ 
stantly along with the force field,” Schexnaider reported. 

Then the craft glided away with only its “parking lights” on. 
"The humming sound faded with the sight of it," he said. 

The children became somewhat frantic, although not fright¬ 
ened. Schexnaider tried to calm them down and tell them it could 
have been anything. “But they were convinced of what they’d ex¬ 
perienced and were handling it very well." 

Schexnaider said he too was outwardly calm — while it was 
happening. “I was never frightened until after it was over. 
Underneath, I was terrified. I thought we were going to die. It 
was the most frightening and most interesting thing I’ve ever 
seen." 

“It's an incredible feeling lo see something like that. You can 
sense the intelligence. The cultural shock right at first is the 
most evident thing," Schexnaider said 

“Your values change. You realize there's someone out there 
with incredible technology. It’s got to change you." 

At the time, Schexnaider was a musician but soon after the 
sighting he became a freelance writer. “I don’t know u it caused 
it or what but it happened about the same time," he said He also 
works as an insurance agent. 

Schexnaider said he has become less materialistic since the in¬ 
cident. “It just really changes your outlook." 

The UFO encounter, while stimulating his awareness, has also 
left a feeling of void because Schexnaider admits he cannot fully 
understand why it happened. 

He said he doesn't know if the UFO occupants were trying to 
contact him or the girls on purpose or if they just stumbled upon 
the craft. 

“I know there's something very unfinished about it.” He said 
he would like to meet extraterrestrial beings. 

That close-up sighting of the UFO was not the only frightening 
experience Schexnaider had the night of June 17, 1977. Later that 
night, he was driving his pick-up truck and the girls were passen¬ 
gers. 

A man in another car ran through two stop signs and slammed 
into his pick-up truck, breaking Schexnaider’s finger and break¬ 
ing a leg of one of the girls. The truck was totaled! 

The UFO sighting was his second such occurrence although 
the one he saw in 1970 was not at as close-range or as fantastic 
as the one in 1977. In 1970, he and some high school friends wit¬ 
nessed a small craft with a cylindrical shaft hovering about 40 
feet in the air. The object — apparently a remote-control craft — 
moved away instantly when they drove near it, he said. His 
friends got scared and drove off, Schexnaider said. 

He reported his 1977 sighting to the Center for UFO Studies in 
Evanston, Ill. He wants to be hypnotized into reliving the experi¬ 
ence in order to better comprehend it. 

“I’d just like to know why...,” Schexnaider said. 
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UFO Sighting Aren’t That Unusual; 
Several in Area Have Seen Them 


By Richard Sharkey 
Town Tafc Staff Writer 

It used to be if someone told a group ol 
people he saw an unidentified flying object, 
all he’d get is some strange looks and a few 
snickers. 

Nowadays, if someone tells a group about 
his UFO sighting, he may discover one or 
two others in the group have had their own 
sightings. 

In other words, they are not alone. 

While UFO sightings are unusual enough 
that some persons are still afraid to talk 
openly about them, they are common 
enough that sightings are being reported to 
police and UFO sighting centers every day. 

Kent Courtney, 1413 Texas Ave., said he 
saw a UFO in 1944. Since that time, he’s dis¬ 
covered that about one of every 20 persons 
he's told has in turn told him of their own 
UFO encounter. 

More than 75,000 UFO sightings from 133 
countries have been reported to the Center 
for UFO Studies at Evanston, Ill., according 
to center director Dr. J. Allen Hynek. 

Hynek directed the Air Force Project 
Blue Book investigation of UFO sightings 
from 1948 to 1969. He can’t understand the 
apathy and disbelief towards UFOs by many 
people because many of the sightings come 
from “highly responsible people" such as pi¬ 
lots and radar operators. Even President 
Carter admits he saw a UFO. 

Still, many people scoff at those who say 
they’ve seen UFOs. They say the sightings 
are nothing more than weather balloons, 
spotlights, meteors or the result of unusual 
atmospheric conditions. 

But those who claim to have seen them 
are convinced. 

Vetva Fountain, 72 Westbrook St., Ward- 
vine, said she saw a UFO about 8:30 p.m. 
March 17. __ _____ 

“It was a bright, bright light and had little 
lines running out. It sparkled,” Mrs. Foun¬ 
tain said “It was five or six times bigger 
than any star I’ve ever seen.” 

She said the UFO lights slowly started 
dropping “and then it turned right and star¬ 
ted moving slowly.” She watched it for 
about 30 or 40 minutes and then went back in 
the house. 

“I looked again in the same place the next 
night but there was nothing there,” Mrs. 
Fountain explained. 

“I never even believed in UFOs. But I do 
believe now," Mrs. Fountain said. 

Courtney spotted a UFO while he was pi¬ 
loting a transatlantic flight from Brazil to 
Africa during World War II. 

"I had no interest in UFOs until a couple 
of them came and flew alongside of us,” 
Courtney explained. 

All of that changed after the sighting. 
Courtney, now an art gallery owner, became 
an avid researcher of information related to 
UFOs and extraterrestrial happenings. 

During the 1960s, Courtney compiled a 
UFO scrapbook and subscribed to a newspa¬ 
per clipping service to get his hands on ev¬ 
erything reported about UFOS. At the time 


he was a syndicated radio announcer and in¬ 
cluded UFO reports as a regular part of his 
broadcasts. 

He said many World War II pilots report¬ 
ed seeing "bogies” or UFOs during flights. 

“Pilots were amazed these little fellows 
were only four, five and six feet across and 
they’d fly on the wingtip,” Courtney said. 

Some of them traveled as fast as 1,000 
miles per hour, an unheard of speed at the 
time, he said. “Whatever they are ... who¬ 
ever they are, they have discovered space 
travel that we don’t know yet.” 

Courtney’s sighting occurred in 1944 while 
he was a flying a transport plane over the 
South Atlantic at about 10,000 feet altitude. 

“It was a night flight. We were scheduled 
to arrive in Africa at dawn,” Courtney re¬ 
called. It was dark but the four cockpit pi¬ 
lots could see the horizon in the distance. 

“Then this bright pair of lights showed up 
in front of us. These lights were too far 
apart to be the lights of an airplane,” he 
said. 

The lights sped rapidly toward the plane's 
no6e but separated and went around just be¬ 
fore it reached his plane, he said. 

“We were just aghast and all of a sudden 
they were coming up from behind," Court¬ 
ney said. “They came up and flew alongside 
of us for four or five minutes. They were 
within a city block of us.” 

He said be didn't see a detailed craft but 
saw bright yellowish lights from some type 
of craft 

When the plane touched down In Africa, 
Courtney and the other pilots reported the 
sighting. 

“We were advised by the Army and Air 
Force to keep it to ourselves,” Courtney 
noted. 

“The official view of the Air Force was to 
quell the tavestixatlon. to ston It add.” He 
said he talked with numerous other World 
War II pilots who had seen UFOs. 

Courtney isn't naive enough to believe 
every reported UFO sighting is authentic. 
“For every authentic report, there would be 
some guys trying to get in on the publicity 
bandwagon.” 

Asked his theory on why UFOs have never 
made contact with government officials, 
Courtney said the extraterrestrial beings are 
probably superior and would have nothing to 
gain from such an encounter. 

“They are observing a lesser breed,” 
Courtney said. "Why should they bother?" 

Many people who have never seen a UFO 
say they’d give their eye teeth to see one. 

Henry LaCour of Boyce does not fall in 
that category. LaCour may be one of the 
few persons in the world who says he’s seen 
not one or two but hundreds of UFOs. 

"I’ve lost track of exactly how many. I 
now just mark them down on a calendar. 
The last one I saw was a couple of weeks 
ago. I've seen hundreds,” LaCour said. 

LaCour gives two reasons for his frequent 
sightings — an innate ability to “sense” 
UFO* and his constant skygazing. 

"Every night at 9 o’clock, I go and search 


the sky for UFOs. If people will look for 
them in the sky, they're likely to find them. 
Also, I have a sense for it that goes back to 
my childhood." 

LaCour keeps his special files on UFOs in 
a safety deposit box at a bank to keep them 
from being lost or stolen. The files include 
sworn deposition by pilots of detailed UFO 
sightings and pictures of UFOs taken while 
be was in the Air Force. 

LaCour said Central Louisiana apparently 
has a landing base for UFOs in the Red Dirt 
area. He said sightings are prevalent around 
Longieaf Vista recreation area of Kisatchie 
National Forest near Bed Dirt. Other areas 
in Rapides Parish where UFO sightings are 
not rare, he said, are Ball and Lecompte. 

Several UFO sightings have been reported 
to local police officials in recent years. Some 
of those have later been proved to have been 
meteors, weather balloons, fireworks and 
helicopters but some are unexplainable. 

In September 1976 Gerald Rideau, then of 
Alexandria, reported seeing a crab-shaped 
object with bright lights moving a a slow 
speed in the sky. 

In March 1979, two Alexandria youths saw 
a "box, square-shaped abject” over the tree 
tops near Pleasant Drive. In April 1979 
Danny Treadwell of lfcKeithen Drive told 
police he saw an object with glaring lights 
which changed colors into a reddish orange. 

Occasional suspect reports have cast 
aspersions on other UFO sighting claims. 
For example, in February 1974 a Hineston 
man claimed his car was run off the road by 
a UFO flying four feet off the ground. The 
man was later charged with driving while in¬ 
toxicated. 

According to a spokesman for the Na¬ 
tional UFO Reporting Center near Seattlp. 
Wash., about 20 percent of its UFO sighting 
reoarts are unext^ainaUe. The other 80 per¬ 
cent are identifiable, usually weather bal¬ 
loons or rare celestial occurrences such as 
comets, meteor showers or planets being in 
view of the naked eye. 

The Washington UFO sighting center gets 
between two and 25 UFO reports each day 
from around the nation. The center in Evan¬ 
ston receives hundreds each week. 

“Louisiana is not a highly reported area,” 
the spokesman told The Town Talk. “The 
most reported areas are Southern California 
and Pennsylvania.” 

About 5 percent of all sightings are from 
pilots, he said. 

However, those pilots apparently are not 
from around here, according to Esler Re¬ 
gional Airport and England Air Force Base 
officials. 

The Air Force reportedly no longer ac¬ 
tively researches UFOs because they have 
been determined to be not a threat to na¬ 
tional security. 

Hynek said he doesn’t think anything 
“really significant” about UFOs will be dis¬ 
covered until the public demands an answer. 
And the “believing" public gets a little 
larger every day with each new sighting. 


Marlawtta, VI - Juno 18, 1980 CR: S. He idea 

Changes Mind A bout UFOs 


PETOSKEY. Mich (AP) - “I iced to 
think that people who saw UFOs were 
crazy,” Melanie Doan said today as she 
described her own “close encounter” with 
an unidentified (lying object 
The 34-yeer-old ex schoolteacher from 
Cincinnati said five objects with flashing 
lights followed her car late Tuesday night 
as she drove north on Interstate 75 toward 
a vacation spot in Petoskey 
“It’s the most incredible thing I've ever 
seen in my life.” said Mrs Doan, who re¬ 
ported the sighting to Emmet County 
Sheriff's deputies and the U S. Air Force. 

The sighting left Mrs. Doan, her four 
children — ranging in age from one to 11 
— and their 19-year-old babysitter Bar¬ 
bara Potter badly shaken. 

“Everyone was scared," Mrs Doan 
said "We were terrified “ 

Mrs. Doan, wife of a Cincinnati lawyer, 
said she first spotted two flying objects 
around 11 p.m about 70 miles south of Pe¬ 
toskey. where she has vacationed each 
summer “since 1 was a baby “ 

The objects stayed “above the tree 
line" until they were joined by a third. 


then all three moved “in a zig-zag pat 
tern" toward the Doan car, she said 
"They came toward us and then we lost 
sight of them," Mrs Doan said “I told 
Barbara to roll down the window and look 
out. and she said 'they're right over us’ " 
The objects, "egg-shaped with red and 
blue-green lights flashing periodically" 
were absolutely silent, she said 
Mrs Doan said she thought about stop¬ 
ping the car but her children and Miss 
Potter urged her to drive faster 
She said she accelerated from 45 mph to 
85 mph but the objects kept pace with no 
apparent difficulty. Two similar objects 
then appeared to the left of the car but re 
mained distant, she said. 

After about 15 minutes, a second car ap¬ 
proached and the objects left, she said 
"I’ve seen the northern lights up here. 
This was not them, Mrs Doan said, ad¬ 
ding that she was also certain no aircraft 
could travel as silently as the objects 
while less than 100 feet above the car 
"We re pretty rational people," Mrs 
Doan said "I have no idea what they 
were" 


f Friday 13 th 


And UFOs Too! 


I/>ok: Up in the sky. It's a bird. It's 
a plane. It's... You got it Another 
Unidentified Flying object sighted. 

Several jieonlc reported seeing 
a UFO around 10 p.m. Friday 
night. However, the police did not 
receive any reports. It was Friday 
the 13th So anything is possible It 
also might have been a promotion 
for the summer release of The 
Empire Strikes Back,” the "Star 
Wars ' sequence. 

However. Matthew Hauck. 644 
Fountain Ave.. Manheim Town¬ 
ship. spotted it. So did Billy Single- 
ton. 608 Fountain Ave., and Dave 
Dry bred, of the 800 block of Ann St. 

They reported seeing red, 
green, blue and white, sparkling 
lights ' in a triangle shape. Accord¬ 
ing to one report, the UFO "shot up 
into the sky and then came around 
again. ” It then disappeared 

Whatever it was. it certainly 
livened up the live* of some Man- 
hciin Township residents Friday 
night. 




MCEKWO NWS, Dallas, TX * Jm» 22* I960 CR: L. Whitehurst 


UFO travel 
described 
in research 

By DOUG DO MEIER 

In new research Into the phenomenon of UFOs, 
scientists are speculating extraterrestrial space¬ 
craft Might cover enormous distances to Earth by 
"jumping over" Into another dimension, using 
electromagnetic and gravitational forces. 

One of the most well-received reports at a re¬ 
cent UFO symposium near Houston came from 
Henry C. Montieth, an Albuquerque, N.M., research 
engineer. 

Montieth, who holds a doctorate In science, re¬ 
viewed the theories of a now-bllnd German physi¬ 
cist named Burkhard Helm. Montieth later told The 
Dallas Morning News he believes "the probability 
Is extremely high that Earth has been vlsltad for a 
very long time" by extraterrestrial (originating 
outside the earth or Its atmosphere) spacecraft. 

Such public statements from scientists — Mon¬ 
tieth works In nuclear weapons technology at San- 
dia Laboratories — have been rare since UFOs be¬ 
came newsworthy, and controversial, in the late 
1940s. 

“No space travel worthy of the name can ever 
be achieved by the crude, brute force methods of 
rocket propulsion," Montieth said In his paper. 

UFOs use techniques "which enable them to 
work with the natural forces (of the universe) 
rdjher than against them." 

Even the most enthusiastic believers In UFOs 
have had no real answers to the mlnd-bendlng 

“No space travel worthy of the 
name can ever be achieved by the 
crude, brute force methods of 
rocket propulsion.” 

problem of how advanced technologies could span 
the enormous distances in space. 

Alpha Centauri, the nearest known star to 
earth, is more than four light years away, meaning 
to reach Earth a spacecraft would have to travel 
four years at the speed of light — 186.282 miles per 
second. 

But Montieth told the 1980 symposium of the 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON): "Our theories and 


<rh fundamental ideas of space and time will have 
lo.be drastically modified before we will be able to 
comprehend the scientific and spacecraft engi¬ 
neering techniques so commonly used by the visi¬ 
tors to our planet." 

He said Heim suggests dimensions beyond the 
-world of space and time mathematically formulized 
as-confined by the coordinates of length, width, 
height and time. Heim has calculated the speed of 
gravitational waves is greater than the speed of 
fight. Montieth said In his highly-tecbnlcal paper. 

Surrounding a spacecraft with a srong gravita¬ 
tional field might cause it to jump to another di¬ 
mension where it could travel much faster than 
the speed of light. Montieth speculates. 

"True space travel, faster than light, will come 
Into being when man learns how to produce gravi¬ 
tational fields from electromagnetic radiation," 
Montieth summarizes. By jumping into another di¬ 
mension "it will be possible to travel even to other 
galactic systems in a relatively short time." 

Far from an exchange of bizarre UFO en¬ 
counters, the symposium was titled UFO Technol¬ 
ogy: A Detailed Examination, and drew 400 persons 
to listen to technical papers presented by engi¬ 
neers and scientists. They included L David Kiss¬ 
inger. systems engineer in environmental and 
Ihermal systems at the Johnson Space Center In 
Houstou, and nuclear engineer Thomas E. Bearden. 

The sessions were held at Clear Lake (City) 
High School — within hiking distance of the John¬ 
son Space Center — because "we're appealing to 
people at the center to resolve the UFO phenome¬ 
non." explained Walter H. Andrus. Jr.. MUFON in¬ 
ternational director. 

MUFON is an international, non-profit organi¬ 
zation whose members are "seriously Interested In 
resolving the mysteries" of UFOs. There are con¬ 
sultants in 43 subject areas and representatives In 
pll SO states and 34 foreign countries. 

UFO Investigator-physicist Stanton Friedman, 
who also raised the possibility of using electromag¬ 
netic folces to travel in space, speculated that 
huge, cigar-shaped "mother ships" are interstellar 
vehicles housing smaller, disc-shaped craft, or 
"earth excursion modules." 

Friedman deplored "noisy naysayers anxious 
to prove every far-out technological advance Is im¬ 
possible." Technological progress, he maintained, 
'‘almost invariably comes from doing things differ 
ently. In an unpredictable way." 

He said most technoglcal development pro¬ 
grams “possibly related to an understanding of fly¬ 
ing saucer technology haye been done in secret In 
industry." not in academic institutions. "The re¬ 
sults are usually published in classified, limited- 
distribution. technical documents, and not in the 
open, popular scientific journals." 
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Family Spots 
Glowing UFO 

By JOE DePRIEST 
SUr suit Writer 

A bird's flight led his eyes to the UFO. 

Twelve-year-old Ricky Blanton of Route 4, Shelby was 
sitting in his backyard last Saturday around 8 p m. wat¬ 
ching martins dart in the evening sky. 

'•That's when he spotted it," said David Blanton. Ricky's 
father. 

A cigar-shaped object moved in a northwesterly direction 
at tree-top level about three-tenths of a mile away, ac¬ 
cording to Ricky, his mother, and 9-year-old sister Sherry. 
All three said the object had an intense white glow “like 
someone shining a flashlight." Blanton said. "My wife said 
it definitely wasn't an airplane " 

The UFO didn't make the slightest noise and was only 
visible for a few seconds. “I was laying in bed,” Blanton 
said. "They called me and I went outside but it was already 
gone.” 

Blanton suggested that his wife and children draw pic¬ 
tures of the object they saw. "They all drew the cigar 
shape," he said. However, Ricky had recalled seeing “one 
tail fin sticking up in the back." Blanton said. Ricky also 
said a line divided the lop and bottom halves of the object. 
"He said the glow was like someone shining a flashlight in 
your face.” said Blanton. 

The UFO didn't frighten his family, Blanton continued. 
“They were Just curious about it." 

The Blantons plan to report the sighting to George 
Fawcett, state director of the international Mutual UFO 
Network (MUFON). 

Fawcett, who lives in Lincolnton. said this morning that 
of all UFO sightings, ojbects described as cigar-shaped are 
very rare. “Of course when a disc turns at an angle it looks 
like a cigar," said Fawcett. 

Today Is the 33rd anniversary of UFOs in modern times, 
Fawcett noted. On June 24, 1947 Kenneth Arnold, a com¬ 
mercial airline pilot, spotted nine UFOs near Mount Rainier 
in Washington state. “He told a newspaperman they 
skipped across the sky like saucers." said Fawcett. "You 
know what ridiculous name they got from that description." 

In North Carolina “if we get 10 percent of the UFO 
reports, we’re doing good," said Fawcett. Most people don't 
know where to report UFO sightings and many “fear 
ridicule." he added. However, public acceptance has 
changed since the days when the "flying saucer” 
description was bom. 

"Nowadays, if you are skeptical of UFOs you're in the 
minority group," said Fawcett. 

Fawcett said he wants to get a detailed description of 
what members of the Blanton family spotted. Then "we'll 
check with the nearest Air Force bases” to see if any 
military aircraft were in the area at the time, he said. 
Another person Fawcett often calls when investigating a 
UFO report is the Charlotte-based pilot whose plane flashes 
various commercial messages with a network of lights on 
Ms underside. 

“One thing in favor of this (the Blanton report) is that it's 
a multiple sighting," Fawcett added. 
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Was the flaming, fat 
cigar really a UFO ? 


By ANNE BURKE 
Post-Register staff writer 

An Idaho Nuclear Engineering Laboratory 
employee had a strange encounter Friday night 
and he's still scratching his head trying to figure 
out just what it was. 

The 52-year old Westinghouso worker in the 
Navy's nuclear training program was leaving 
work about midnight a sudden flash in the sky 
caught his eye. 

"It looked like a fat cigar,” he said. "It had a tail 
behind it like a meteor, to a degree, except it had a 
solid tail.” 

The 18-year Westinghouse employee was confi¬ 
dent the UFO wasn't a meteor. And being a former 
pilot in the armed services, he figures he should 

know. 

"It wasn't a meteor, I can definitely rule that out 
because it had too much shape, it was traveling too 
low and and much too slow — much too slow," he 
said. 

He says the object contained a hue of colors, 
dominated by medium red, and appeared to disin¬ 
tegrate as it came toward the earth at about a 45 
degree angle toward Teton Mountain peaks. 

"It just all of a sudden quit because it looked like 
it burned up and disintegrated or it could have 
gone behind a cloud,” he says. 

The thing that bothers the employee is that none 
of his co-workers caught a glimpse of the midnight 
flasher to back up his claim. 

Officials at INEL's National Oceanic & Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration and Federal Aviation 
Administration's tower at Fanning Field are 


equally baffled. 

They say there were no flying object citings 
Friday night, although neither maintain 24-hour 
surveillance. 

“It's really deceptive to see things from the 
ground without photographing it and getting 
height," said Deputy Chief Gene Start of NOAA. 

Start says there's usually a rational answer to 
UFO citings. 

"Yes, I guess they probably saw something but 
we see things we can't necessarily explain at the 
time, but it doesn’t mean they're not explainable. I 
guess I'd say I was curious all right, but from a 
scientific background there’s not much I could 
say" without factual data, Start said. 

Start was reluctant to otter a possible explana¬ 
tion for the citing. 

"There's unusal atmospheric phenomena," he 
said. “There's a lot of what you would call peculiar 
things that could happen that are really quite ordi¬ 
nary." 

A tower employee at Fanning Field said he 
hadn't received reports of unusual citings Friday 
night, but UFO reports come in sporadically. 

The INEL employee, however, was confident 
his mind wasn’t playing tricks on him. He toyed 
with the possibility that the fireball was a foreign 
country’s spaceship which had trouble and 
returned to earth. 

"I used to scoff at tnose UFOs and stuff like 
that,” be said. "But I wasn’t drinking and I’ve 
never seen anything Uke it before." 


&9UI2), Sauk Center, Ml - April 24, 1980 

Local man spots UFO 


By Don Griswold 

For 23 years Duane "Skeeter" Weiner hss 
been pulling himself out of bed st the quiet 
hour of 2:30 s.m. to supervise delivery of 
the Minneapolis Tribune. 

But last Thursday, as he stepped out of his 
mother's house next to the downtown tennis 
courts, he said the night was anything but 
still. 

"The sound was ail around me." Weiner 
said. It was an "energetic sound,” like 
that from an electrical wire lying on the 
ground, or an arc welder st t distance. 
Weiner inspected his thermos, thinking it 
could be gas escaping, then he checked his 
car. The he looked above the tennis courts. 

"1 stood here in bewilderment," Skeeter 
said. The object he described as the source 
of the sound was a glowing orange sphere 
shear s bandied feet off the ground, in the 


ores of the Northwestern BeU Telephone 
office. 

The sphere moved back and forth, south 
west to northeast. It rotated as it moved, 
spewing tiny bits of matter as it spun. 

A few minutes later, Weiner said the UFO 
shifted west, continued its diagonal motion, 
then moved erratically off into space until 
it was only a dim point of light. 

By the time the object left, he was already 
15 minutes late for his distribution duties. 

"I know Skeeter. and he's not one to tell 
stories," Sauk Centre Police Chief George 
Trierwciler said Thursday. At 12:35 a m 
that morning the police department received 
a report that an electrical pole on Second 
and Elm streets was smoldering. Accord 
ing to Trierweiler, a helium balloon and a 
kite had been spotted over the downtow n 
area that night. 
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In that year he made contact with Dr. 
Leo Sprinkle, a noted parapsychologist 
and UFO authority at the University o( 
Wyoming. 

Sprinkle had been conducting an In¬ 
vestigation ol UFO phenomena, and was 
Involved In psychological studies of UFO 
contaclees. He was using hypnosis to 
draw an accurate picture of the experi¬ 
ence from each contactee's subcon¬ 
scious 

Sprinkle agreed to work with McGuire 
and the testa were begun. 

According to a psychiatrist working 
with Sprinkle, Information about the 
UFO beings that had been lost In 
McGuire’s subconscious was retrieved. 

UNDER HYPNOSIS, McGuire re¬ 
ported that he had been taken aboard one 
of the spacecraft Into an oval room, and 
that the aliens had telepaUilcally In¬ 
structed him to begin plans for the well. 

The aliens were human In appearance, 
he said: 6 feet tall, about 200 pounds, 
large eyes, thin Ups, bald and having no 
bridge on the nose. 

The were dressed In black. The only 
ornamentation on their bodies were 
sliver belt buckles with raised stars, 
similar to the Star of David. 

McGuire related that the beings were 
not necessarily from outer space, but 
Instead were from "another dimension,” 
perhapB our descendants who had some¬ 
how conquered time travel and were 
Influencing their race's past. 

He was told by the beings, he recalled, 
that the vehicle they travel In Is pro¬ 
pelled by a sophisticated magnetic 
system. If the destination of the vehicle la 
a distant planet, the magnetic system is 
simply locked onto the planet, and the 
planet's magnetic pull draws the craft to 
it at unimaginable speeds. 

McGuire was Informed, he said, that 
no speed Is too great for the craft to 
achieve. It can also hover motionless 
Indefinitely — or perform seemingly 
Impossible maneuvers. 

“I was told that they were monitoring 
my well for some reason,” said 
McGuiree. "I figure If they want to do It, 
there Is nothing 1 can do to stop them. 

"I decided to take a shot at them one 
time and they paralysed me from the 
neck down until they left. I don't believe 
I'll try that again. ” 

LEO SPRINKLE believes McGuire’s 
experiences have been real. 

"The only question in my mind Is 
whether It was a face-to-face encounter, 
mental programming, or an out-of-body 
experience," said Sprinkle. 

"McGuire’s account Is very similar to 
the accounts of the other 200 or more 
contactees I have worked with HIs 
descriptions of the croft and the beings 
are similar." 

Sprinkle, who claims to have sighted 
UFOs himself on two occasions, said that 
skepticism over the existence of alien 
beings is normal 

"It is always more Impressive If we 
observe them ourselves,” he said, 
"because we tend to believe our own 
observations. 

“There are more than 100 sightings In 
the world each day, many of theln In 
southern Wyoming and northern Col¬ 
orado. 

"1 believe that the contactees are 
chosen as pace setters to spread the word 
and get people used to the idea that we 
are not alone If the beings revealed 
themselves too soon without preparation, 
people would be frightened. 

"If they give us a puzzle though, we 
have to think about it. 

"THE WAY I SEE IT there are two 
possibilities. Either they can reveal 
themselves in a few years, or they can 
never reveal themselves and continue to 
coach us In the things we do. 

"If they continue to coach us, we could 
be the race In the spaceships In the next 
generations.” 

Sprinkle believes the cattle mutilations 
are part of a study being conducted by 
the aliens rather than an overt act of 
aggression 

“The theory or hypothesis 1 like best Is 
that the beings are testing some sort of 
poisoning on our planet and use animals 
to monitor the effects of the poison. 

(continued on page 6) 
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By GREG BEAN 
Of the StarTribune Staff 
sphere are some strange things in the 
air over Fat McGuire’s farm. 

located 30 miles north of Laramie on 
fte high plains, the McGuire farm is five 
Biles from the nearest neighbor. 

The perfect place to go If you want to 
alone. 

And since 1973 something has been 
making the most of it. 

Almost every night for the last seven 
years, Pat believes his farm has been 
visited by humanoid beings traveling in 
multi-colored UFOs. 

His sightings are confirmed by his wife 
ind eight children, as well as Dan and 
Ruth Grover, who also live on the farm. 

“The UFOs are about 300 feet wide and 
about 60 feet tall,” said McGuire, “and 
they are capable of amazing speed. One 
minute they can be hovering on the 
horizon and will look like a star. The next 
minute, in the blink of an eye, they can be 
right above you. There seems to be no 
limit as to how fast they can go.” 


McGUIRE’S STORY sounds a lot like a 
plot from the “Twilight Zone”, and If It 
weren’t for his obvious conviction, and 
the fact that there are many collaborat¬ 
ing witnesses, the sightings could 
perhaps be easily credited to an 
extremely vivid imagination. 

“I didn’t believe him when Dan and I 
first moved out here,” said Ruth Grover, 
“but when one of the things lands in the 
field In front of the house, or hovers 
directly overhead, It's hard to Ignore. 
This summer has made a believer out of 
me.’’ 

McGuire said his children were 
frightened by the visits at first, but have 
become accustomed to them over the 
years. 

“They don't scare me any more,” said 
b-year-old Julie McGuire, “but I don’t 
like them because they scare the dogs.” 

Pat McGuire said the only time he has 
been frightened by a UFO was after he 
and his brother-in-law saw a hovering 
craft pick up a young calf one evening In 
1976. In the weeks before the Incident, 
two of McGuire's cattle had been 
mutilated within a few miles of his home. 

“We could hear that calf bawling for 
quite a while,” he said, “and when the 
UFO flew away the calf was gone. We 
■ever did find out where they took it.” 

There have been no mutilations and no 


VISITORS? A University of 
Wyoming parapsychologist says 
UFO sightings are common in 
Wyoming, with its spectacular 

other aggressive actions since 1976, and 
the McGuire family feels safe again. 

MCGUIRE’S RELATIONSHIP with 
the UFO beings began in 1971, he 
believes, with a compulsion to dig a well 
In the prairie basin country that is now 
his home. The land is 7,200 feet above sea 
level, and McGuire was told by 
geologists and drilling companies that 
there wasn’t enough water in the basin 
for an irrigation well. 

Several drilling companies refused to 
drill the well for him, saying that it was a 
waste of time. 

McGuire, who lived in Wheatland at 
that time, bought the land outside of 
Laramie and started making plans to 
drill the well on his own. 

“Somehow 1 knew there was water 
there,” said McGuire, "so I got a friend 
to help me build a rig, bought aa Army 
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scenery, and Colorado. A rancher 
near Laramie is convinced he has 
had contact with travelers from 
'another dimension.’ 

tank engine to pump the water, and 
started drilling.” 

The neighbors called McGuire crazy 
for drilling a well in the sagebrush 
country, and for expecting to find enough 
water for massive irrigation. So they 
were surprised when he tapped into an 
underground river at 350 feet. 

HIS WELL WAS A gusher, and can now 
pump 8,000 gallons of pure, soft water per 
minute. He has turned his sagebrush 
desert into a 5,100-acre oasis of Irrigated 
grassland. 

McGuire’s land is the only land in the 
area with enough water for cash farm¬ 
ing, and drillers who have since tried to 
tap the underground river in other loca¬ 
tions have all failed. 

It wasn't until 1978 that McGuire began 
to understand what was happening. 


‘Puzzles’ from space 

A mystery well and UFOs on the high plain 





(continued from page 5 - 
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V/Y - June 29, 1980) 

“The mutilations seem to occur 
downwind from nuclear sites, so the 
aliens could be checking the effects of 
radiation on mammals. 

“I don’t know if that is the best or the 
correct hypothesis, but it makes sense to 
me. 

“It almost seems like they are tapping 
our heads to get our attention.” 

McGUIRE BELIEVES that the beings 
will make contact with the human race in 
the very near future, perhaps this 
summer. 

“They are getting more and more 
casual about letting us observe them,” 
he said. “In fact, they want to be 
observed. 

“Why would they do that if they 
weren’t planning something?” 

When that happens, McGuire says he 
will be among the first to say hello. 

"They haven’t hurt me, and they 
certainly could have. There is no sense in 
being afraid of something you can’t 
control.” 

Until then the entire McGuire clan is 
content to sit back and watch the nightly 
show, but they don’t pay the UFOs as 
much attention as they used to. 

Patrick McGuire Jr., 10 years old, and 
the only boy in a family with seven girls, 
summarized the attitude of the family. 

“The UFOs used to be pretty exciting, 
especially the first time you see one up 
close. 

“After that it’s kind of like going to 
school ... not such a big deal after the 

first day.” 


‘Watching the show 5 j 


At Pat McGuire's invitation, Dr. 
Richard F. Fleck from the University 
of Wyoming, Star-Tribune 
photographer Richard Foertsch and 
this reporter visited the McGuire Farm 
to “watch the show,’’ as Pat called it. 

Camped on a hillside overlooking the 
vast basin in which the farm sits, our 
cameras at the ready, we settled back 
to get a look at our first UFO. 

Nothing happened until 3:00 a.m., 
when a strange light appeared on the 
horizon. 

The object flashed blue, red, yellow 
and bright white lights in sequence. 

The landscape was too dark to allow a 
photograph with perspective, and the 
object was too far away to recognize 
any exact detail. 


Slowly, the object began to move 
straight up and down in the air, perhaps 
several hundred feet at a time. 

Soon it stopped its up and down 
motion and began to rock back and 
forth across the sky, performing a sort 
of cosmic dance. 

For perhaps 10 or 15 minutes the j 
object continued its undulations and 
then flashed across the sky. 

McGuire claims we witnessed the 
performance of a UFO. 

While we cannot be certain of what 
we saw, none of us left the McGuire 
Farm with as much skepticism as we 
arrived with. 

Perhaps we can return. 

-GREGBEAN 
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Space invaders 

Mesan reports strange objects in the sky 


By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Tribune staff writer 

Four luminous white lights, “definitely not military,” 
traversed the night sky Sunday in two different directions 
and then disappeared, according to a 38-year-old Mesa con¬ 
struction worker, his family and neighbors. 

“It was really amazing,” said Robert Navarra of 1137 W. 
Drummer St., near Eighth Avenue and Alma School Road 
in Mesa. “I’m an amateur astronomer and I go out every 
night. 

"Between 9 and 9:10 p.m., there were eight ftwo groups 
of four) nocturnal lights. Four were heading from south to 
north over the city.” 

Bill Spaulding, director of the Valley-based Ground 
Saucer Watch, is investigating the sighting and believes the 
UFOs to be part of a military exercise. 

“It looks pretty positive that the sightings are related to 
the military," Spaulding said. “We have suspicions that it 
was a military operation out of New Mexico.” 

Spaulding, an engineer at AiResearch, said the organiza¬ 
tion, which seeks to change Unidentified Flying Objects in¬ 
to Identified Flying Objects, began in 1957 in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

“We get about 500 calls a month and about 99 percent of 
the sightings are misinterpretations,” he said. 

Navarra was skeptical of the "military” explanation for 
what he saw. 

"All the lights were heading in same direction, the same 
course. About 9:10 p.m. the same four, at least I think it was 
the same four, came back from north to south. 

“They were a little bit smaller in brightness than the 
planet Jupiter, which can be seen now,” he said, adding, 
“Satellites don’t reflect that much ugrtt. 

"I called the observatory in Tucson because four or five 
of the objects headed south, said. “They said there 


were about 2,000 or 3,000 satellites up there, but satellites 
travel by themselves — not in groups.” 

Navarra added there was an additional sighting after the 
first two. 

“At 10:05 p.m., one appeared going north to sooth 45 
degrees to the east,” he said. “It stopped directly over us 
and began zigzagging.” 

“Then it headed east and disappeared,” he added. 

“My neighbors saw each one of the lights except the one 
after 10 p.m.” 

Navarra uses an 800-power telescope with different 
lenses and has been an amateur astronomer about 10 years. 

No one was frightened at the sightings, but the neighbors 
were excited, he said. 

“It was definitely not military and not satellites," he 
said. 

Navarra said he has believed in UFOs for a long time and 
“Henry Ford and the secretary of the Navy and many 
others also believe in them — you can’t call them stupid.” 

Navarra contacted the Federal Aviation Administration 
and Williams Air Force Base but received no confirmation 
of the sighting. 

“The Air Force wouldn’t tell me anything,” he said. 
“Neither would the FAA.” 

Navarra added that he also has made daylight sightings, 
one of which is being investigated by GSW. 

The saucer watch, which employs computers to evaluate 
evidence, contends that UFOs exist but are manipulations 
of intelligence agencies rather than extraterrestrial. 

The organization is involved in a Freedom of Information 
Act lawsuit against the Central Intelligence Agency seeking 
evidence of a UFO cover-up. 

Spaulding said his organization has good rapport with law 
enforcement agencies and the Air Force, "which has been 
accused unduly of witholding information.” 

“Our whole approach is scientific," he added. 
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REAL spate 


UFOs maybe 
I Nasa tryout 

£ Cordoba 

*- THE UFOs that were seen 


BOU&NffiCOTH EVENING ECHO, 
Dorset, SnglAod - June 6, I960 

Mystery night 


light report 


ANOTHER report of a sighting of the bright light 
” in the sky late on Tuesday night was passed to 
the Echo today — this time from Wallisdown, 
several miles east of Canford Heath. 


The mystery flash was 
spotted by Mrs. Stella Styan 
who was at her daughter's 
home in Tempter Close at 
around 10 pm when a ro¬ 
tating light appeared In the 
distance. 

"We first thought it was 
a reflection from a motor¬ 
bike. It was very vivid 
with a red glare and 
seemed to be coming from 
the ground. My daughter, 
son-in-law and I decided 
to investigate and walked 
toward* Turbary Common 
where it seemed to be 
coming from. 


"We walked toward:*, it and 
it was beginning to look 
Hke a searchlight, but by 
the time we arrived at ttft 
point we thought It origin¬ 
ated from It had dis¬ 
appeared," added Mrs 
Styan, of Ritchie Road, 
West Howe. 

The mystery light wa* 
also seen by Mrs. Stevie 
Webber and husband Philip 
at the'.r home in Verity 
Crescent. Canford Heath, 
who first reported it to the 
Echo, but inquiries about 
its origin have so far been 
fruitless. 


invaders . . . 

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. — A flying saucer 
attacked an oil tcrmi-nal with laser beams 
at Port Klang, in Malaysia, witnesses say. 


Three people have told 
police they saw the UFO 
blast a house with a laser 
beam and start a fire 
which destroyed two 
houses and a shop only 
s*x metres from the Fcl- 
da and Callfx oil termi¬ 
nal, tile New Straits 
Times reported. 

The "at lack' 1 took place 
at 2.30 a.m. three days 
after a big fire and cx- 
d 1 o s i o n s ripped Port 
Klang last week. 

The witnesses told the 
New Straits Times they 
were driving from Port 
Klang toward Knmpung 
Berembang when they 


raw a bright, luminous, 
ball-like object about 10 
metres above the oil ter¬ 
minal. 

The bluish-red object, 
about (10 cm in diametre. 
was spinning, they said. 

The witnesses said they 
drove on and saw the ob¬ 
ject hovering above the 
house nearest the oil 
tanks. 

When they stopped 
their car about 30 metres 
away, the saw the object 
emitting a laser beam 
like a bolt of lightning 
which hit the house 
nearest to the tanks. 
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over the country last Satur 
day may have been the result 
of an experiment being 
carried at by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Ad¬ 
ministration (Nasa) of the 
US, called “Firewheel.” 

Local television channel 12 
revealed yesterday that in a 
tape sent to his mother. Ma¬ 
rio Hector Acufta, an Argen¬ 
tine engineer working for 
Nasa, gave the following in¬ 
formation: “On May 23 we 
will launch a satellite, look 
up at the sky from the June 8 
to 15, about midnight. You 
will probably only see a fl¬ 
ying saucer," says Acufta in 
the tape, “but it will have be¬ 
en created by us. The project 
is called ‘Firewheel’, and it 
consists of injecting art artifi¬ 
cial cloud which will create 
something like a comet, and 
that is what you are going to 
see.*”(NA) 


HEUIE, Bitenos Aires, Argentina 
June 18, 1980 CR: J. Thomas 

UFOs still unexplained 

THE strange phenomenon which appeared over the skies 
of a large part of Argentina on Salurday night continues to 
be discussed by the man in the street and scientific quarters 
but up to now no satisfactory explanation has been forthco¬ 
ming. 

Some people described it as a flying saucer, others like a 
cloud which emitted multi-coloured flashes of light, while a 
sector in Rosario likened it to an entire flotilla of unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects. 

Whatever it was, it caused a great amount of interest in se¬ 
veral provinces and the federal capital. In this case the phe¬ 
nomenon was seen by pilots and crew of aircraft, and per¬ 
sonnel in charge of the Aeroparque control towers. 

The official version is that it was some kind of atmosphe¬ 
ric or metereotogical phenomenon in the upper atmosphere 
and its luminosity was reflected to lower levels. Another ver¬ 
sion is that it consisted of layers of ice high up in the sky 
which reflected the light from the sun or moon. 

Captain Augusto Lima, head of the central division of the 
Argentine Space Research Centre, said yesterday that the 
centre is gathering all the information available concerning 
the affair, but until this is examined and analysed he could 
not give an opinion on the subject. , 

He added that in other parts of the world, specially in the 
United States, reported appearance of UFOs were later pro¬ 
ved to have been metertological disturbances. (NA) 


UFOs maybe 

only a frozen 
cloud front 

THE UNIDENTIFIED flying objects that were seen over 
a number of Argentine airports yesterday, and detected by 
the radar at Ezeiza International airport, may not have been 
a UFO flotilla at all. 

Meteorological and aeronautical experts said yesterday 
that the UFOs could in fact have been a frozen cloud front 
which was moving over the continent, and acted like a prism 
for the sun’s light, thus creating the different colour effects 
seen ail over the country. 

Nevertheless, the luminous flying objects created a series 
of problems at Aeroparque, where air traffic was stopped 
for a few minutes, during which the pilot of an Austral plane 
which was about to take off saw one and the control-tower 
operators watched it come from the River Plate stadium 
area. “It actually looked as if it was about to crash against 
the tower,” said one of the operators according to Cronica. 

In Ezeiza, the control tower told the Austral pilot that 
they could see the UFO on the radar. Apparently in Mar del 
Plata one even landed, at the same time as an Aerolineas Ar- 
gentinas flight was about to land. The UFOs were also repor¬ 
ted in Rosario, Santa Fe, Parani, Rio Cuarto, Cbrdoba, Ra- 
faela, Corrientes and Rcsistencia, all of them having been 
seen between 7 and 7.15pm. 

In their north-bound flight, the UFOs were also reported 
in Uruguay and Brazil, although only a Rosario pho¬ 
tographer managed to take a fotograph of the objects. (NA) 
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LA OPINION, Buenos Aires, Argentina - June 16, 1980 CP: J, Thomas 



cOVNi sobre Rosario? 


Fatogrjfio tomada pnr N repot tero gr.ifico Jose G ranata cr Rosa/ >n Enla mtsma aparecen 
punt os /urrvnosos m/e serum Oh/etos Votadores No fc&ntific.tdos fOVNIf Segun Gran at a. que 
cap to ta nota yaf.ca cr o' Parque Independent ia.• esos pantos lummosos se desplazaban 
’*nt amen/e hart a nl ''omeste detando teas si un.i esteta r oi /.? /Radio foto de NA) <v«r jmst O) 

UFO OVER ROSARIO? - Photo taken fey graphic reporter Jose 
Granata in Rosario. It shows luminous points that would 
be UFOs. According to Oranata, who took the photo in 
Independence Park, these luminous points moved slowly to 
the northwest, leaving a reddish trail. 


UFOs : Cold front theory denied 
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THF. question of Salurd.u s (If Os came 
back to life yesterday, when the unofficial 
report that it had only been the sun reflec¬ 
ted on a cloud bank was denied by air force 
and weather bureau officials. 

The theory could not explain the move¬ 
ment of the objects, as any meteorologic 
phenomenon with light is static and does 
not move. Julio Cantcro. who was in char¬ 
ge of the control tow'er when the UFO ap¬ 
peared over the Jorge Newbcry airport, 
said yesterday that it “couldn’t” have been 
a cloud, because of the exceptionally clear 
conditions.” 


*“ “That was sonic kind of airship, or at le- 
® ast a strange flying object,” said Cantcro, 
a "everything was working normally when it 
appeared from the west, as if it were to 
land on runway 13. which was the one 
being used at that moment. The object, 
which was a disc that couldn’t be seen cle¬ 


arly due to the very luminous cloud that 
sui rounded it, came in from the River Plate 
stadium, at an estimated height of 600 
metres, and havered over the start of the 
runway for four minutes.” 

After saying that it had a considerable si¬ 
ze, Cantcro added that during the lime it 
hovered over the runway, he ordered ail 
traffic stopped, in order to avoid any pos¬ 
sible collision. 

Officially, the Ezeiza international air¬ 
port’s radar “saw” an object that had no 
nucleus, and so did a number of planes that 
were leaving on international flights. The 
UFOs were seen over a strip that goes north 
of Buenos Aires, starting from Mar del 
Plata, and reaching Rcsistencia, as well as 
in Uruguay and Brazil. They were all seen 
between 7 and 7.15pm, and all the reDOCts 
coincide in saying that they were flying 
fron> south to north. (NA) 
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3 O’CLOCK, (City Unknown), Mew Zealand - July 5, 1930 CR': R. Collyns 



VISITED FROM SPACE 6 

MILLION YEARS AGO... 


and here’s the 


ASTRONAUTS visited New Zealand six million 
years ago — and the sandstone rock pictured above is 

proof, he says Z So claims space visionary Robin Collyns, Now Zealand’s Erich 
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DAILY TELEGRAPH, 
London, England 
June 3, 1980 

UFO SEEN OVER 
fairground 

The annual agricultural show 
at Zambia's northern copper¬ 
in' It drew unexoecled ohJsrr- 
vers al the weekend according 
lo tairgoers who claimed that 
a UFO hovered over tlie fair- 
grmwid for 15 miaules. 

I^he Times ok Zambia quoted 
nine policemen saying that 
they watched a “ round brown 
object" in Hat sky for about 
15 minutes 


The sandstone, he says »S 
six million years old and 
embedded in it is disc-like 
artificial metallic relic. 

A well-known writer who 
lives m St Haliers, Collyns 
will show it at the seventh 
world conference of the 
Ancient Astronaut Society 
in Auckland next week 
The public will be allowed 
to inspect if, but photo¬ 
graphs of it will be banned 
Collyns won’t say where 
the sandstone was found. 

"The disc is definitely 
artificial, ia 85mm long, has 
three raised grooves and is 
buckled," he says 
“It’s encrusted in grey 
sandstone which a geologist 
has dated as being at least 
six million years old." 

This is the first time to his 
knowledge anything like it 
has been found in New 
Zealand. 

Similar relics which so 
entists can't explain have 
been unearthed also from 
deep coal seams in the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union, some as old' as 10 
million years, Collyns says. 


Nuclear wars? 

Collyns. now working on 
his fifth book on ancient 
astronauts and fulfilled 
prophecies, soys he plans (o 
publish full details of the 
New Zealand relic. 

An advocate of the theory 
that extraterrestrials 
helped colonize Earth, he 
says his research into an 
cient Indian writings luis 
uncovered references to 
wars involving explosions 
"brighter than 10.000 suns" 
and to people apparently 
inflicted with radiation sick¬ 
ness. 

In a book due to be 
released in . New Zealand 
next month or early Sep 
tember he suggests majjor 
infectious diseases today 
might be revived vestiges of 
ancient germ warfare 

His book is called Prehis 
toric Germ Warfare 

Collyns, whose provoca 
tive material is making him 
one of New Zealand's iiest- 
selling writers .abroad and 
whose work has been irons 
lated into five different 
languages, says: Tve June 
a lot of work on this, hour 
years of research has gone 
into the theory’ of prehia 
tone genn warfare." 

The fact that diseases like 
poliomyelitis and the 
dreaded anthrax can now be 
manufactured in a labora¬ 
tory indicates # prehistoric 
yrin yi, hf say* 
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COLONIES IN SPACE IN 15 
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PERMANENT 
Soviet colonies In 
space are certain 
within 15 years, 
American space 
travel expert James 
Oberg predicts. 

Oberg is no "crazy visio¬ 
nary", author Erich von 
Daniken says in his latest 
book Signs Of The Gods? 

An expert at the US Insti¬ 
tute of Astronautics and 
Aeronautics on Russian 
space travel, Oberg claims: 

"Spaceships with men and 
women on board will orbit 
the earth for so long they 
[ will look on themselves as 
permanent inhabitants and 
no longer have any intention, 
of returning to Earth.".. . r , 


Russians 
will do it, 
says expert 

Best-seller author von 
Daniken tells us world-fam¬ 
ous Russian astronomer 
Yosef Shklovski goes even 
further in claiming artificial 
biospheres will be hoisted in 
space in the next 250 years,)’ 
and that up to 10 million 
people will live in them. 

Von Daniken is among 
experts from six countries 
who will be in Auckland 
next week for the seventh 
world Ancient Astronaut 
conference. 

He will give public lec-“ 
tures.on .Were. The _GodS*t 


Bm ROBERT JONES 


Astronauts Of The Past? 

Von Daniken highlights 
the boldest current space 
exploration predictions to 
add emphasis to his theories 
in his new book on man’s 
origins. 

Space technologists have 
named their satellites 
Midas, Samos, Pegasus, 
Helios and so on, on the 
basis of mythology, he 
writes. 

"They gave their heaven- 
storming rockets names like 
Thor, Atlas, Titan, Centaur, 
Zeus, Jupiter, Saturn and 
Apollo. 

- "Almost the whole great 
•mythological family is as- 
.sembled in the shediof the, 


space railway stations. 

"Nostalgia for the past or 
a prospect of the future?" 
asks von Daniken. 

Other questions he poses 
— and tries to answer m 
soon-to-be-released Signs of 
the Gods include: 

Did powers from outer 
space create the first men? 

Did extraterrestrial 
giants build the megaliths of 
Malta and the menhirs of 
Britanny? 

Was there a nuclear catasr 
trophe in ancient times? 

In 45 million copies of 
Chariots of the Gods, and 
other books like In Search of 
Ancient Gods and Return to 
The Stars, von Daniken adv¬ 
ances research to validate 
^his^ theories,__ 


In .Signs of the Gods he 
sees ancient pictures as a 
universal communicative 
device. 

"Are these signs from our 
ancestors indicators of an 
ancient nuclear holocaust on 
Earth?" he asks. 

“Can the phenomenon of 
the millions of rock draw¬ 
ings all over the world be 
explained by a world-wide 
catastrophe? 

"Would history repeat it¬ 
self after a catastrophe in 
the present?" 

The writer points out the 
uncanny way history tends 
to repeat itself in observing: 

"If the technology of 
space travel manages to 
achieve flights close to the ■ 
speed.of light, ip 50 years-r. 


and it will, provided the 
Black Order of Pessimists 
does not succeed in wreck¬ 
ing our future — will space 
travel be a first time event 
for mankind, or shall we 
only be repeating what our 
forefathers have already 
done?" 

Von Daniken firmly 
adheres to his theory that 
extraterrestrials visited 
early mankind on Earth, 
while acknowledging that 25 
books written by others 
since 1968 oppose his an¬ 
cient astronaut ideas. 

“I know no other theory 
which fits so perfectly and 
logically into our prehis¬ 
toric past and so provides an 
explanation of the unsolved 
phenomena," he states. 
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ITRftNSLflTIONSI 

JCeCSKHNA — Credit: Jaae T.hcetaa 


City and country of incident: San Antonio da los Cobras, Salta prov.,Argentina 
Oats of incident: April 30, 1980 

Name of paper and date of clip: El Tribune (Salta) - May 3, 1980 
City and country of papar: Salta province, Argentina 

UFO IN 5AN ANTONIO DE LU5 CQ0RE5 

San Antonio de los Cobrea (C) - At 20.45 last Wednesday, approximately 
near the El Terciopalc hill, a UFO was seen for 5 minutes, then disappeared 
towards the southwest. The UFO was sighted by neighbors and members of the 
■quedron 21 "La Quiaca" of the National Gendarmerie who were on duty and 
reported it to their superkra, wna nl6o witnessed the event. These and other 
witnesses coincide in their claims that it we8 H 8n object of similar size to 
tftat of a drum (percussive instrument), from which came a green-yellowish 
light 11 . __ 

Name of paper and date of clip: El Independlente, Kay 14, 1980 
City and country of incident: Km29 at the junction of the Corral de Isaac and 
Lae Toscas roads, La Rioja province 
Date of incident: "Last uoek" 

ChepBB: Illusion or Reality? A Fantastic colisctlua sighting 
Chapas (From our agency) - The result of collective imagination or a "CEIII"7 
However, all of the bus paeeengars claim they saw that "illuminated City 
suspended in space". 

Thie happened la9t week when the bus from the Chapes al Sur company reached 
Km 29 before entering the city. It was about 08.30 pm and they were all 
astounded, and some were frightened of thB unknown. 

In order to obtain the story from one of the witnesses, El Independlente in¬ 
terviewed the owner of the bus, DioniBio Per6, who said that "in fact, when we 
stopped at that place, i.e. » Km ? 9, where the road that goas to Corral de 
Isaac intersects with the one to Las Tuscas, above the earth's surface could 
be clarly seen a kind of houses, and fun different small windows multicolored 
lights were coming. But it did not seem to be an "airship", rathsr a city". 

" Thi e phenomenon surprised many of us -he recalled- ws all thought of craft 
from other worlds, extraterrestrial beinga. The phenomenon remained motionless 
in the air. Some passengers wanted to turn back to have a closer look but 
others opposed the idea, I think they were frightened". 

Perfi also commonted that on another night previous to this, the people living 
at the junction of the road had already seen the strange phenomenon. 

This story, Just like the bast argument from Steven Spielberg or the Flash 
Gordon strips, leads one to think of being9 from other gelaxies that travel 
in cities, overcoming all known scientific laws. 

Tbs place itself Is a practically 9emi-d88ertical spot, with almost no popu¬ 
lation, which makBS It similar to other cases occurred in thie planet that fill 
the occasional witnesses with wonder and put the scientists on the track of 
these apparent UFOs. 

It should be pointed out that most of the people traveling in the bus were 
country people who seldom have the opportunity of seeing a film or watching TV, 
even less that kind of films. There were also teachers going to work, who con¬ 
firmed what the other passengers saw. 

All imaginable theories may be present in this case. Can it be a reflection, 
an optical Illusion representing s city in apace ea In a film? All the 
passengers are in agreement: "it was a city in the air". 

It must also be remembered that, as was previously reported by this paper, a 
ship in the shape of a coffee pot wae aeon ascending from the salt works and | 

disappeared at fantastic speed behind thE Pie de Palo hilla in San Juan (Pie ! 

de Palo Is a very seismic zone in San Juen province, in the area where the 
unfortunate earthquake occurred, destroying the town of Caucete a couple of 
years ago-JT). 

A teacher who requested not to be named said that "he had elao observed 
that phenomenon on several occasions, commenting it only with relatives to 
avoid being laughed st by the people". 

^■■■■■■■■■■HeHmMaaaememeaeeHseenMeRppMeepeeMaMeefiiHeaiHai 

City end.country of incident: San Joefi, Uruguay 

Date of incident: May 5, 1980 (data taken from Cffinice of Kay 17th, info ie 
the earns) 

Name of paper and date of clip: La Rezfin, May IS, I960 
City and country of paper: Buenos Aires, Argentina 

NEW UFO APPEARANCES IN URUGUAY 

Montevideo (AFP) - A UFO was Been by two workers of a meat packing plant 
under construction in the city of San Josfi, 92km to the north of Montevideo, 
reported the afternoon paper "El Oiorlo". Witnesses were Elio Chiruchi, watch¬ 
men at the construction site and e laborer, Lui9 Pirlz, who said it was an 
enormous luminous ball that seemed to hover, red with green flashes like blind¬ 
ing lightning, snd which emitted a dull noise. The object has allegedly caused 
several inconveniences during the four minutes it was in sight. Among them, 
the interruption of the electric fluid at the plant, leaving more than 20 
high intensity bulbs that were illuminating the area completely In the dark in 
e stormy night. Witnesses also said their battery-operated radios went dead. On 
the other hand, the paper adds that at a bridge located at a distance of 
1 1/2km, three truck drivers stopped tbBir trucks, surprisad at the strange 
luminosity in the sighting area. Cut next morning, after an inspection of the 
area where the UFO was anen, no signals wbtb found that could have disclosed 
its presence, auch as traces or burned grass. Elic Chiruchi and Lula Piriz's 
booses, who wars consulted by the paper, claimed both witnesses are respon¬ 
sible people, not at all qiven to fantasies end incapable of any hoax, and 
that they believe in their employees' statements. 


City end country of incident: CullacSn, Mexico 
Oats of incident: May 23, i960 

Name of paper and data of clip: Crfinica, May 26, 198U 
City and country of paper: Buenoe Aires, Arqentina 

UFO 

CuliecSn, Mexico, 25 (EFE) - The alleged landing of a UFO on a nBarby hill ie 
being investigated by local authorities today, Sunday. 

The landing has apparently occurred on Friday evening in a hill placed soma 
25km to the north, according to several people who claimed having seen it. 

A group of soldiers watches the hill while the investigations are being mode. 
Culiacftn ie located 1,300km to the northweet of the country's capital. 


City and country of Incident: Olmoe, Buenos Alreo prov., Argentine 
Data: June A, 1980 

Name of paper and date of clip: La Razfin, June 5, 1980 
City and country of paper: BuenoB Aires, Argentina 

TWO BROTHERS SAW A STRANGE VERY LUMINOUS UFO NEAR LA PLATA 

Lr Plata - A UFO of strange characteristics and luminosity was sighted here 
yesterday by two brothers of Dimas, who in spite of their panic, were satis¬ 
fied by "their fantastic experience". Protagonists of this event were Raul 
and Ernesto Enriquez, 23 anti 29 respectively, residents of that town located 
lAkm to the west of this city. Both brothers left es they usually do, in their 
Ford Taunus, bound for Lb Plata, at 05.30 am. While they crossed a clearing 
off the town of Abasto, along Avenue 44, they noticed a strange luminosity in 
the eky that came from an object placed some 300m ovsr the car. On stopping the 
cer and getting off in the belief it was‘some plane or helicopter in Bn 
emergency, -though they heard no noise-, surprised but in a panic at the same 
time, they saw a strangely shaped object of approx.12m diameter that emitted 
luminous flashes from white to reddish. The cra't firet overflew the place et 
incalculable speed—according to the Enriquez brothers—, and after stopping 


again for a few seconds over both observers, took off towards the north, 
almost at once getting lost in the horizon. Still held by panic and surprise, 
both witnesses remained "ee paralyzed standing at both sides of their car for 
several minutes" and then set out again for La Plata. "We are still surprised 
-they confessed- but it has really been a fantastic experience. We always 
read in magazines, papers or listened on radio or TV about things like these, 
but never imagined we would experience it." The Enriquezes said that "in the 
next days we will report to experts we already got in touch with, on details 
we now forget." 

City snd country of incident: CArdoba, Sente Fe, Entre Rios, Buenos Aires, 

Argentina 

Date of incident: June 1A, i960 

Name of paper-date of clip: Crfinica, June 15, 1980 
City Bnd country of paper: Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Commotion end stupefaction in almost the whole country 
UFO FLEET SIGHTED! 

Four provinces in the nation's center and litoral ware startled last night 
by the presence of UFOs in thBir clear skies, which, as in previous years, 
seem to have returned again to Argentine territory. Cfirdoba, Santa Fe, Entre 
Rios and Buenos Aires were this time the UFOs' area of "circulation", which 
according to many residents, remained fer several minutes flying over 
different zones, and then disappeared in different directions, according to 
the placB of observation. A photographer from "La Capital" of Rosario (Santa 
Fe province) was able to photograph the strange objects, while testimonies 
from occasional observers coincide as to the UFO's shape and direction. 

Hereunder the publish the information received from the different pro¬ 
vinces where the fleet was seen. 

* CORDOBA: THE EPICENTER 

Cordoba, 14 (From our correspondent) Moments of amazement and even some 
restlessness were experienced this afternoon by the residents of a wide 
area in this city while observing the flight of a UFO; this was even cop 
firmed by the control tower of the International Airport of Pajas Blanca 

Coincidentally, in Santa Fe the meteorological office of Sauce Viejo al? 
confirmed the path of another similar object which was also seen by man 
residents . 

The UFO that overflew C6rdoba moved at regular altitude from south to 
north over the eastern part of the city, and was also seen by an Aerolf 
neas Argentinas pilot who was in a plane on the airport's runway. 

The object seen in Cordoba was spherical, apparently transparent, and 
remained in the sky between 19.01 and 19.06(pn). 

It appeared in Santa Fe at 18.50 over the western part of the city (to¬ 
wards Cordoba, while the one from Cfirdoba flew towards the east -to Sam 
Fe- thus it probably was the same UFO and it also moved from south to 
north . 

The one seen in Santa Fe was circular, whitish, with luminous flashes, 
and was sighted by many local residents. 

In that sense, evidence indicated that many were "qualified" witnesses, 
and some were even associated with the security forces. 

* A FLEET IN SANTA FE 

Santa Fe, 14 (From our correspondent) A fleet of UFOs was seen in Rafae 
100 km to the west of this capital. 

The chief of news bulletins of LT28 Radio Rafaela, Ruben Gerbaudoux, sa 
he saw the flying saucers from the radio station's patio and also said 
they left a trail of light in the sky. 

Gerbaudoux also said that at oncethe radio's pfones started to ring, becau? 
of the many residents who claimed having seen the phenomenon. 

The sky was completely clear when the craft passed. 

The flying saucer fleet was also seen in several areas in the center and 
western part of the province, according to reports from residents and 
authorities from several towns. 

In San CristSbal, 170 km to the northwest, a group of railroad workers 
saw the objects flying from west to east over the switching yard of the 
General Belgrano railway . 

In Ceres, municipal authorities claimed that many residents saw the 
passing of a luminous trail shining over the town. 

It caused restlessness in the local residents, this being a city locate 
270 km to the northwest of this capital, over National Route #34, a ver. 
populated town. 

* ALSO OVER ROSARIO 

Rosario, 14 (F.o.c.) - At least 3 UFOs were seen this night by local 
reporters. 

Josfi Granata, photographer of "La Capial" and Fernando Varea, a reporter 
from the same paper, said the objects were 'a fleet of flying saucers'. 

Granata said the objects were seen shortly after 19.00 near the Indepen 
dencia Park, and "seemed to fly off from the moon". 

One of them was round "in the shape of a teething ring", assured Granat.i 
another one, smaller, whitish, and the third one was like a dot with a 
ha lo . 

The morning paper "La Capital" reported they will publish the UFO photos 
tomorrow, which "show details which we had not noticed during the 
in the park". 

* IN ENTRE RIOS, UNDER THE MOON 

Paranfi, 14 (F.o.c.) - Residents of this capital saw a UFO fleet 
flying from west to east under the Moon, between 1900 and 19.10, 
for 6 to 10 minutes. The sighting was transparent. 

* CONFIRMATION IN LUJAN (Buenos Aires province) 

LujSn, 14 (F.o.c.) - The strange UFO - probably the same Chat was 
seen in Cfirdoba and Santa Fe - was sighted last night in the Lujan 
zone, as was confirmed by the local police. 

* NEIGHBOR FROM JAUREGUI (Buenos Aires province) 

A Neighbor of Villa Flandria in the J&uregui zone, (Buenos Aires), 
claimed having seen a huge object flying under the Moon, with 
luminous flashes, moving from west to East. 

Upon consulting officer Domingo Luna, of the LujSn police, he con¬ 
firmed the object was seen by the city's residents and was also con¬ 
firmed to be flying in the same direction. 

In Jauregui the appearance of the UFO caused commotion among the 
residents who turned onto the streets to see the flying saucer, which 
disappeared in a few minutes. 

* A " PASSAGE" OVER CASTELAR (Buenos Aires province) 

Our offices received many phonecalls last night from people who 
assured having seen a UFO. From the district of Villa Lefin, in Caste- 
lar, it was seen by different residents, who approximately at 1900 
yesterday, sighted in the clear 6ky a luminous oval-spherical object, 
which gave off a trail of brilliant colors. Witnesses informed Crfi¬ 
nica that in the center of the strange object a figure in the shape f. 

of a spinning-top could be noticed^ which was spinning at great speed. M 

(continued ca page 10) 
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THBT LANDED'. 

Resietencia, 14 (F.o.c.) - A phenomenon of special characteristics 
was raported in the late hours of this afternoon, causing excitement 
among the occasional witnesses. 

Reports from the interior of the province such as Presidencia Roque 
Saenz Pena, General San Martin, Las Palmas and Quitilipi, state 
that around 1900 a UFO was seen over the western quadrant, moving 
from south to north at considerable speed. 

The phenomenon was also seen here, at the international airport Gral. 
San Martin, when a plpne from Austral was on the runway. Personnel 
from that company claimed that the alleged UFO landed on the runway 
for 20 minutes . 

When the plane started taxiing, the object went towards the Moon, 
and it looked as if an eclipse was occurring. The plane then stopped, 
and the commander allegedly consulted the control tower, which inform¬ 
ed him it was a meteorological phenomenon. 

However, when the plane took off, the luminous beam seemed to resume 
the same route as the plane's, according to the reporters. 

THEY ALSO "PARADED" OVER URUGUAY 

Numerous testimonies from the neighboring country 

Montevideo, 1A (EFE) - A UFO was sighted by some 20 people in the early 
hours of Saturday, in three different places of Uruguay, reported 
responsible sources from EFE agency. • 

The UFO that appeared from the northern part of the country, overflew 
the towns of Sarandf del Yi, El Carmen, Durazno, and moved towards 
Punta del Este, more than 400 km to the south of the first sighting. 

* Towards Buenos Aires 

According to witnesses, the UFO, which appeared at approx. 1900 
(2200 GMT), disappeared 15 minutes later towards Buenos Aires in 
the western part of the River Plate. 

The UFO, sjterical, white, gave off an intense luminous ray that illuminated 
the surface of the river, said witness Carlos Verdi, 25, in Punta del Este, 

The eppearance in the East occurred exactly 5 minutes after Mrs. Merle Isa¬ 
bel Berrondo, 52, saw the object at 300 km to the north of Montevideo. 

Brlgldo Glmfinaz, 62, sighted a very white end luminous UFO at 19.02 over the 
town of El Carmen, 60 km to the Shi of the first report. 

A similar flying object was detected in Punta del Eate by a group of seven 
people from the port of this seaside resort. 

The luminous sphere, appeared in the Atlantic Ocean over the Locho Island 
and went to the west after flying over Gorriti Island right in front of the 
beach. 

“■The seme as if It were daylight 

There, according to the witnesses, the object remained hovering and an intense 
ray of yellowish light iaaued from it illuminating the area ae if by daylight. 

After remaining 13 minutes over the island, the UFO moved towards Montevideo 
where it was sighted by some fishermen over the River Plats. 

The object continued towards the west, "as if bound for the mouths of 
the Uruguay end Parent rivers", said another witness, "which ere located in 
front of Buenos Aires". 

For the time being no more reporta of the sighting could be obtained, but 
thoee that were mads allow for a reconstruction of the trajectory. 

« From Brazil 

From the border with Brazil in the northern part of the country, the UFO 
made a parabole and was seen in the center of Uruguay. 

The last witnesses stated that it then changed course and went to the West 
over the River,Plate and towards Buenos Aires. There was also agreement ae to 
the motion, at great speed, end that the changes of sense occurred thru 
maneuvers that completely leave out the concept of conventional aviation. 


City and country of incident: Rosario, Chaco, Buenos Aires, Cfirdoba 

Date of incident: June 14, 1980 

Name of paper Bnd date of clip: Crfinica- Juns 16, 1980 

UFO - IMPACT DUE TO STRANEE APPEARANCE 
New TestimoniBe in Chaco Province 

Resietencia, 15 (F.o.c.) - In this capital ee wall aa the interior of Chaco 
province, new testimonies were obtained in thB last houra with regard to 
last night*s alleged UFO sighting. 

A 20 year old young woman (who preferred to remain anonymous) said thBt 
while she drove along National Route 11 from Formosa province to Resisten- 
cia, she observed the motion -from south to north- of a luminous ring-Bheped 
object. The sighting lasted for several seconds since the light moved at 
considerable speed. At the International Airport of Reslstencia the sighting 
occurred at the time b commercial plane was about to take off. 

However, auxiliary personnel from that company claimed having aeon the UFD 
motionless in the main runway. 

e Strange account of the only professional who took a photograph of the 
phenomenon. 

Roeario, 15 (F.o.c.) - The event lasted no more than four minutes.When I 
lBft the Historical Museum located in thB Independence Park, I was surpris¬ 
ed at seeing two luminous dots in the sky. At first I hesitated, but when 
they started to move, I realized I was seeing something unusual end pointed 
my cemerB at it. 

Thus recounted hia experience today Josfi Enrique Granata, 31, married, two 
children, who works ae a graphical reporter for the paper "La Capital" of 
Roserio, and who waa the only professional that recorded the passage of the 
objects seen in different parts of the country. 

Granata, whose photographic material was widely circulated in today's 
edition of the paper for which he works, and in which two luminous points 
suspended over the trees of the sector of Independence Park called "French 
Park" can clearly be seen, says: 

■This part of ths perk separatee the muBeurn from Pellegrini avenue and I was 
crossing it while trying to find a taxi, than, looking at the sky after being 
bothered by an intense light, I was astonished. I waa standing under a street 
lamp that was blinding me. Then I looked for another place to have a better 
look at the two luminous points that had nothing to do with th? illumination 
of the place." 

He added that "those luminous dots moved slowly towards the NUi, disappearing 
behind the trees while leaving a ahort luminous reddish trail. Thia trail 
issued from the object, yellowish white, changing until turning a light red." 

In his story, Granata, with many gestures, was explaining the shape of those 
luminous points. "They lookBd more like a dummy or a spinning wheel, which 
epun around itself while moving. In the copy can be seen two black dots resem¬ 
bling hatchways, in the lower part". 


C 6 rdoba in the dark: "Top Secret" 

Cfirdoba, 15 (F.o.c.) - The causes of the blackout with for 20 minutes 
affected e large part of the province could not be explained today by the 
company in charge of the electric supply. 

■The Empress Provincial da Energla de Cfirdoba (EPEC) gave no official explana¬ 
tion so fer about the blackout that occurred between 01.14 end 01.35 am. 


On consulting with technicians from Operations at the Dean Funee power house, 
which feeds this city, they just replied that "Wb have orders from above not 
to give any kind of information". 

The blackout produced serious inconveniences in the center of this city, 
causing traffic congestions. 


No official information was issued 

While public opinion was etill excited by appearances of the Btranga UFOs in 
different parts of the country, Just as Crfinica had detailedly advanced, 09 to 
closing of this edition no official explanation had been given. As can be 
foreseen, flights were recorded particularly over Cfirdoba, Entra RIob, Santa 
Fe, ReBistencia (Chaco), Buenos Aires provinces and in this capital, B 9 well 
as in neighboring countries, caused logical uneasiness, and were described by 
eye witnesses with different shades but in agreement as to the time of appear¬ 
ance: 19.00 and a fraction of minutes, when visibility was optimal in spite of 
it being late in the afternoon. 

a Aaroparque at a standstill 

Meanwhile it was learned that a UFO had stopped operations at Jorge Newbery 
Metropolitan Airport for some minutss. 

The strange phenomenon occurred yesterday -advanced by Crfinica- and waa con¬ 
firmed by personnel from the control towers of the local airport and the In¬ 
ternational Airport at Ezeiza, was not yat officially explained. 

The first versions according to which the luminous cloud that was seen in 
different places in this capital and the interior of the country such as Cfir¬ 
doba, Rosario, Santa Fe end Resietencia, was caused by some rocket test 
launchings was denied by the authorities of the north western area of the 
Air Force. 

According to statements from the staff of the Jorge NBubery airport, pilots, 
crew and passengers of some planes that were about to taka off or to lend at 
approx. 19.00 yesterday, affirmed having seen the UFO flying towardB runway 
#13, following the same course of the planes about to land. 

Technicians from the tower said the UFO flew at some 120 Iph and from its 
course it seemed to be about to crash into the building end suddenly, main¬ 
taining the same speed, it started to gain altitude until it was lost from 
sight. 

Operators expressed their surprise because their redsr 3 had not registered 
the objects, although it was learned that the ones at Ezeiza had detected a 
spot. 

At the same time, in the International Airport of Pajos Blancae, in Cfirdoba, 
the operator on duty confirmed the presence of a luminosity in the sky. 
Operator Edward Barey stated that at first he discarded the possibility of it 
being a UFO, and believed it was a meteorological phenomenon, since he saw a 
cloud,that showed up from behind the hill9 with an incandescence that could 
have been produced by the eun. 

Hfictor Paradiao, operator on duty at the local meteorological station, claimed 
that "at 19.05 and due to the numerous phonecslls I received, I started to 
investigate what was happening". 

"I looked with a theodolite -ha said- and later went to the radar 

which can paint metallic objects within a considerable area, with negative 
results in both cases' 1 . 

He said hB saw "nothing special, but according to what the people described, I 
can hint at it being b UFO and not a meteorological phenomenon, since the 
latter would have bBen easier to detect in this station". 

Meanwhile, in Santa Fe the presence of a bright sphere could also be observed 
at the control etatipn of the Meteorological Servics of the Sauce V/iBjo air¬ 
port belonging to the Air Force. 

The phenomenon was detected at about 19.05 when many people saw the luminous 
flash. 

It was reported at that airport that the passengers of an Austral plans that 
was just landing, and which came from Buenos Aires, saw the objects which 
they took for "flying saucers". 

In Santa Fe and along the Selado RivBr, Beveral neighbors assured having seen 
a UFO flying to the northwest towards Santo Tom 6 , which they could see for 
five minutes. 

At 19.05, in different parts of Rosario, several residents claimed having 
seen a UFO fleet, which was even photographed by a photographer from the local 
paper "La Capital". 

They described it as a bright and transparent halo that could clearly be 6 een 
in a completely unclouded sky. 

In San Cristfibal (Santa Fa province) railiiay workers in the FBrrocerril 
Belgrano yard, saw UFOs flying from east to west. 

The phenomenon was also sighted in Rafaela, and the II Aerial Brigade at Pa- 
renfi, Entra Rios Province, confirmed the appearance between 19.00 and 19.10, 
of a strange luminosity in the sky. 


In Mar del Plata the UFO almost collided with a commercial plane 

Mar del Plata, 15 (F.o.c.) - UFOs ware seen last night in different sectors 
of this city, mainly in the coastal area. 

The testimonies were disclosed in the communications madia by residents and 
tourists that were near Carnet, in the maritime port. 

At the Carnet airport a pilot from an Aerollneas Argentinaa plane (LV-JTCD) 
stated on arrival that "he had sighted an object that almost collided with 
the plana". 

The airport did not disclose the witnesses" identity, but instead it was re¬ 
ported "the object had the features of a ring or ring of smoke". 

Several watchmen from the Carnet airport told reporters that"thay had seen the 
motion of the luminous object, at great speed". Explanations were given, among 
others, by soldires on duty Edgardo Spana, Carlos Gauna, Daniel Rodriguez 
and Martin Churio, as well ae by Delia Rodrigues and Ivelina Felipelli. 

On the dher hand a resident of the Municipal Sports Park, America Torres de 
Capdevila, claimed that "there were three ships that seemed to be hovering 
in the air, over the Mundial '78 Stadium. Red, gr 8 en and yellow lights 
could be seen increasing spaed and then disappearing". 

A resident of the Constitucifin district, Juan Carlos Mateags, told reporters 
that "it wa 9 sn enormous light, with a dark area in the middle". He said he 
aaw the phenomenon from his home, in Catalufta and Martinez Zubirla. "It was 
impressive -he said- because of its size and the low altitude at which it 
moved". 


A version that discounts flying objects 

The object that was sighted in different places of our territory and neighbor¬ 
ing countries might be a meteorological phenomenon produced by the displace¬ 
ment of one or several frozen clouda that acted ns a prism, reflecting sun¬ 
light. 

Aeronautical and National Meteorological Service experts estimated that the 
UFO sighted in thia capital and other cities in the interior, as also in 
Uruguay and Brazil, would be a frozen, cloud that reflected the sun's rays, 
splitting them into two different colors. 

The UF0(s) wars sighted almost simultaneously between 19.00 end 19.15 in 
Buenos Aires, Rosario, Santa Fa, Parang, Rio Cuarto, Cfirdoba, Rafaela, Co- 
rriontea and ResiatenciB, and sadverel photographers could photograph it 
while it moved slowly from south to north. 


f 
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City and country of incident: Buenos Aires, Rosario, Santa Fe, Parani, 

Rio IV, Cfirctoba, Rafaala, CorriantBa, Reaiatancia, Mar dal Plata, Montevideo, 
Punta del' Cate, Ourazno (in Uruguay) 

Oats of incident: June 14, i960 

Name of paper and date of clip: Clarln, June 16, 1960 
(Buenos Alrea, Argentina) 

COMMOTION IN DIFFERENT CITIES DUE TO THE APPEARANCE OF ALLEGED UFO FLEET 
Several cities in this country and abroad wars startled by the appearance 
of alleged UFO fleets. Meanwhile, the Air Force explained it was a meteoro¬ 
logical phenomenon caused by the decomposition of sunlight while reflecting 
on frozen clouds. 

Testimonies from eyewitnesses were added yesterday 


The UFOa which wars seen day before yesterday in several places of Argentine 
and neighboring countries, would in feet, be a meteorological phenomenon 
caused by the movement of one or several frozen Claude which acted ae e prism 
reflecting sunlight. 

The scientific explanation was issued by aeronautical experts and the Nation* 
al Meteorological Service, who in reply to different consultations, estimated 
thBt the UFOs sighted in this capital end other cities in the interior, as 
well as in Uruguay and Brazil, would bs a frozen cloud that reflected sunlight, 
splitting it into Beveral colors, the seme as a prism does. 

The UFO(a) were seen almost simultaneously on Saturday between 19,00 and 19.15 
in places as distant from each other as Buenos Aires (the Jorge Naubery 
airport itself), Rosario, Santa Fe, Parang, Rio Cuarto, Clrdoba, Rafaels, Co- 
rrientea, Reaiatencla and Mar del Plata, they were also reported in Montevideo 
and several placee in the interior of Uruguay. 

■ A Testimony 

It is possible that this is the first time the same phenomenon was seen by 
hundreds of people. Consequently, testimonies abounded. However, the one from 
Joel Granata, a photographer from the Rosario paper "La Capital", should be 
pointed out, who took the photograph ahown in this paper, 

Granata said he could photograph the phenomenon around 19,15, whan he saw some 
objects in the sky "in ths shape ef a spindle, which gave off a blinding green 
light and moved vertiginously towards the airport in the outskirts of Rosario", 

Continuing his account, the; photographer said "I managed to point the camera 
at it, and take eevsral photographs", and added that after processing the 
negative three or four halos appeared, and a smaller circle." Ha aald that 
after making enlargements three of the objects showed the shape of a luminous 
triangle. 

Dn the other hand, authorities from the northwestern region of the Air Force 
affirmed that neither in C6rdoba province nor in the Chemical base in La Rioja 
(the most important rocket' launching base in Argentina) had thars been activity 
that could have given rise to confusions such as the one caused by the 
phenomenon. Even the radio service on duty at the Condor Building of the Air 
Force (in Buenoe Airas-JTh) denied rumors about possible atmospheric testa 
in a communlqul Issued on Friday, stating "there were no tests with sodium 
clouds from the Chamlcal bass in La Rioja province, nor were unidentified 
objects sighted in the region”. 

The phenomenon was seen massively. To tha testimony from the two pilots of 
commercial airlines who saw the object in Jorge Neubsry airport, was added that 
of anonimous witnesses in savaral places in the country. 



At the Mar del Plata airport, personnel from the control tower reported acaing 
several luminous spots similar to "smoke rings" at the time a commercial plana 
wee landing. It was stated that the pilot saw the UFOa, which gave tha im¬ 
pression of being about to collide with the plane, and which flaw at tremendous 
spaad. These and other visual experiences with the alleged UFOs ware registered 
in different parts of the country. Meanwhile, it was reported in Montevideo 
that fleets of these craft overflew that caoital in several of its districts, 
and wars sighted in tna interior of Uruguay. 

Contacts, which were only visual, wara made at Punta dal Esta, at Ourazno, 190 
km from Montevideo, and in several small towns. Tha asms aa in Argentina, tha 
objects appeared between 19.00 and 19.15. 

a/ltnaaaas agreed in their statements that they gave off an intense white-yellow- 
ish luminosity. T 


An Uruguayan group of axparta affirmed that May and Juns seem to ba tha months 
when these objects appear moat often. 


City end country of incident: Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil 
bate of lncldant: Juns 14, i960 

Nsma of paper and date of clip: La Raz6n, Juna 16, 1960 
City and country of paper: Buenos Aires, Argentina 

THE UFO SHOW WE HAD THIS WEEKEND REVIVES THE CONTROVERSY ABOUT THE REAL EXISTENCE 
OF FLYING SAUCERS 

Comments and conjectures about the UFO fleets seen in different parte of our 
country, ae wall ee Brazil and Uruguay, as reported yesterday by La Raz&n, still 
subsist. Besides, tha explanation given by aeronautical and meteorological experte 
attributing this simultaneous observation to a mateological phenomenon caused by 
tha movement of frozen cloude acting as prisma while reflecting eunllght in 
different colors, haa esuasd no major impression. What happens le that thia 
phenomenon does not agree with hundreds of accounts about tha amazing appearance, 
neither does it explain the incredible speed with which the alleged "cloude* 
moved in full eight of so many wltnaeeea and in dletaht places, with successive 
■shows". 

The fleets, far from resembling "frozen cloude" were formed by objects shaped 
like apindlee, which, according to the preclee testimony -from several people 
eucn as photographer JosS Granata, from "La Capital" -Rosario-, personnel from 
the control tower of the metropolitan airport, and other expert end wheathersd 
navigators, flew at great speed and at times stopped abruptly, remaining ae if 
hanging in tha air, emitting flaehee or following a direct course of collision 
with planes that ware about to operate on the runway. On the other hand, 
thousands of people aaw these flying objects end none accepts tha possibility of 
it being cloude, frozen aa they may ba. "This ia not e state of collective 
commotion or hysteria, ee wee auggeetad by many other episodae of thia kind, 
told La Raz6n an experienced comnaadal pilot who is eleo a student of theae 
phenomena. "According to what I have reed, people haa Been the same craft -he 
added- here at Aeroparqua, in Ezolza, in Rosario, at the Lae Hlguaraa airport, 
C6rdoba, and in several cities of that province; in Raraela, Corrientee, Chaco 
and Mar del Plata, aside from many other places in Buenos Aires province". There 
is unequivocal coincidence ae to their being "lualnoua objects that moved at in¬ 
credible speed, at tlmea stopping instantaneously, either to change course or to 
ramain hovering in the air before disappearing inexplicably, ee if swallowed up 
in the air"., he said. 

Another experienced pilot reported at the Cemst airport after having aeon the 
UFOa in the coastal area of Her del Plats, that one of these object "almost 
collided with my plane while I was about to land". On being «• to 

whether it could hove been a frozen cloud in suspension moving thru the air act¬ 
ing »• a prism for sunlight, he smiled and explained that "it would be the first 
time a cloud would spin at such a apeed and would ba capable of operating with 
the precision that UFO did". "I have many hours of flying and have seen many 
etrange things in space -added the veteran pilot- "but I know how to distinguish 
between s cloud, be it frozen or not, end a flying craft, bs it tha product of 
the moat advanced aeronautical technology, or, as in thle case,/an up to now 
unexplained origin". or 

Anyhow, the explanation from the Ezeiza control tower depending from the Air 
Force, remains in force: "Scientifically the phenomenon detected in different 
oarta of the country would be due to a frozen cloud which, when being irradiated 
by eunllght, by lunar reflections, would produce tha changing colora indicated 
by the witnesses". There has been, ee far as ia known, no confirmatory evidence 
of thia version, and other stations such as the Municipal Astronomical Observatory 
of Parent (Entre Rloa) and tha aerial brigade of that city, have limited 
themselves to datect tha phenomenon without providing any explanation or 
conjectures. Witnesses reaffirm it wee UFO fleets end there ia complete agree¬ 
ment aa to the hour -between 19.00 end 19.15 of Saturday-, thetr being seen 
in places as distent ae Rasiatencia, Mar del Plata, towns in Uruguay and zonae 
in Brazil. 

Will thia old end inscrutable UFO mystery ever be solved? 


City and country of incident: June 14, I960 
Date of incident: San Jos!, Uruguay 

Noma of paper and dhte of clip: Crfinica, Juna 17, i960 
City and country of paper: Buenos Alrea, Argentina 

UFO OCCUPANTS MISHANDLE A MARRIED COUPLE 
Uruguay: Report to Police 

Montevideo, 16 (Saporiti and AFP) - A married couple claimad having been 
visited by a couple of extraterrestrial beings who burned the man's hands 
whan trying to gat in contact with him. 

The strange case'occurred in the Department San Jos! (another case occurred 
Hay 5th, same place, at a construction site, also included in thia batch of 
translations), 100 km from Montevideo, where iron worker Juan Troche stated 
that in the early hours of Saturday he heard strange noises outside. 

• Burns 

When ha turned the lights on, around 0100 am, he wee very surprised seeing a 
couple of atrange visitors that tried to get into hia house, thus, kith tha 
help of hia wife he triad to does the door. Bath struggled, but were thrown 
off by one of tha extraterrestrials, which caused Froche's hand to feel a 
burning sensation and suffer several burns. 

1 Strange Beauty 

FrtJCTTTTIWCTTTOa tha extraterrestrials aa having an extremely white akin and 
being strangely beautiful, also having the peculiarity of being dressed in a 
load-grey color, with clothes that seemed to be painted on their bodies. 
According to the witness, both had also an identical acar or wound on lhair 
foreheads that disappeared in their hair. 

Tha atrange visitors left burns in a circle behind the house and a part of 
tha earth aearned dug up, aaida from vary visible tracks. 

Tha event was reported to tha police and the witness was seen by several 
doctors who ware unable to clearly explain tha origin of tha burns. 

This event la added to tha aighting of luminous flying objects, regiftered in 
the whole of ths Uruguayan territory on Saturday, between 19.00 and 20.00. 

a Investigations 

Ths Uruguayan Air Force ia investigating all thaaa cases which also threw into 
confusion tha Argentina Republic, for which reason it ia believed that what¬ 
ever it woe, overflew both aides of the River Plate. 

——■ 

(Note: On Juna 18th I saw an Interview by Channel 12 from Montevideo, trans¬ 
mitted thru Channel 13 in Buenos Aires -program was "Mfinica", a news program-, 
when this couple commented on their experience. He mentioned smelling a 
atrange perfume, aleo seeing tracks like those left by an engine. He had 
alight pointed burns, according to the doctors, caused by high temperature. 

I don't have a color TV eat, so I only saw black dots all over his hand, I 
think it wee tha left hand -I'm writing this July 6th-. He also said that 
60 kilowatts were missing from hie meter, he never consumes that in a month, 
and strangely all woe In order, no fuses were burnt. Referring to the being's 
scare, ha said they went from the nose up to their foreheads, wae about 1/2 cr 
deep, and both bainga had it. A doctor was also interviewed, he only said he 
couldn't exactly define the origin of the burns, other than that they were 
caused by heat). 


City and country of incident: Argentina;Uruguay 
Data of incident: Juna 14, I960 

Name of paper and date of clip: Crfinica - June 17, 1960 
City and countiy of paper: Buenos Alrea, Argentina 

ACCORDING TO ASTRONOMER: "EARTHLIGHT" 

Rosario, 16 (F.o.c.) - Tha phenomenon that was seen was something that 
happens once a month and in astronomy la known as "earthlight" (or earthahine- 
JT). Thia can only ba observed under very good atmospheric conditions. Theae 
were exceptionally good on Saturday night". 

Thus explains Father Rogelia Pizzi, director of the primary section of Crista 
Roy school of Rosario, and also a professor of Physics and Astronomy, who 
has bean at tha school for more than tan years, in an article published today 
;in "La Capital", referring to lBSt Saturday's event, which waa seen in 
different provinces in our country. 

Tha Fathar Bays that "this ia produced when tha Moon starts its first phase. 
Under those conditions, the satellite is placed between the Sun and tha Earth 
and ao, for the terrestrial observer, moat of the lunar disc will have to be 
invisible.” 

What happens, he said, ie that the Earth actB ea a mirror that reflects sun¬ 
light over the dark part of the Moon, illuminating it. Just aa wa know the 
■Full Moon" nights, thia would be tha caea of a "Full Earth" night, that would 
allow residents on the Moon to rsad perfectly without the need of another 
luminous source, since the reflecting surface of the Earth ia ten times 
that of tha Moon." 

Father Pizzi aaid ha saw tha phenomenon with binoculars and that "it was a 
very bright arc in the upper part of tha Moon and all the rest of the disc 
that remained waa illuminated with a faint light that permitted seeing 
details of the lunar surface"• 


UFOa; Operator in charge of control tower at Aeroparqua insists 
IT WAS AN AERIAL CRAFT OR STRANGE BODY 

Julio Cantero, in charge of flight control at the JorgB Newbery Metropolitan 
Airport, instated today that the UFO that appeared Saturday afternoon over the 
airport was an "aerial craft, or at least a atrange body", and claimed that 
the very clear sky at that moment eliminated tha possibility of confusion with 
a cloud or another meteorological phenomenon. 

He recounted that "at a moment whan we had a normal plana traffic", tha UFO "ap¬ 
peared from the western sector of tha airport and approached runway 13 which 
wae the one being ueed at that time". 

Centaro defined the object aa "an airship at leaat a atrange body that approach¬ 
ed tha zona of tha River Stadium (football stadium) at an estimated altitude 
of 600 maters, which stopped four minutes ovar tha head of tha runwsy in 
operation". 

Ha added that "apparently (tha object) was enveloped in a cloud brighter than 
tha disc itself and which did not permit a perfectly defined observation". 

Cantero aaid the volume of tha object, "considering the distance, could not 
be correctly appreciated, but wee considerable if we take tha full moon aa 
a reference, which at that moment was also visible in the horizon. It was quite 
big, of a considerable size", he added. 

He than discarded the possibility of a reflection of a crystals cloud, because 
"at that moment the sky waa exceptionally clear, without any clouds, without 
cloudy lntarfarancea, and the object's trajectory from the western part of 
Buanoa Aires city, in El Palomar (where I live, although I aaw nothing since 
I wae in the capital finishing the details of the forthcoming UFO Congress to 
bo hold In Oacembsr in Mendoza, with other members of tha F 8 daration, so 
tha object practically "flew over our heads without our knowing it"-JT)up to 
tha headway (of tha airport) in use. That means it could not lend itself to 
any kind of confusion with atmospheric phenomena."(Palomar to Bs.As.: ♦ 30 km). 

Ha added that the object "waa motionless for approximately some four minutes, 
for which reason soma planes on land wars delayed to avoid a possible colliaior 
and it kept going away at the same speed with which it approached the airport, 
until disappearing with an approximate course of 360 degrees". CBntero told th 
the object "waa disappearing inside lta own cloud, leaving only tha trail for 
some 4 or 5 minutes more". 


He aaid that "thera were planes about to take off in their regular flights at 
that moment, but ee a precaution we informed the pilot of one of the planes uhc 
was near takeoff, end he remained on land watching the object's movements, 
which apparently had tha intention of approaching more towards Earth". 


(continued cn pagt 12) 
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Footprints big — but are they Bigfoot's 


don't think it was an animal because I don't 
know too many animals that walk annual 
carrying toenail clippers.*’ 

Ho referred to indications that the toenails 
of the whatevor-it-was had been clipped. The 
prints are also unlike those of known animals 
in other ways. 

The pad scars usually found on a dog or 
monkey are not present, he said. Lines 
running through the casts are more like those 
on a human foot. 

No signs of hair were discovered. 

Crime lab specialists will continue a study 
of the footprints 

Bfotter fined »p on the 
.the unbelievers 
Bjjt j KW •>«*" h» •hwnw’wed doubt 
jEgy that Big font in for real. 


By Margaret Baur 

Deseret News correspondent 

OGDEN —One thing is for sure — either 
there really is a Bigfoot. or there really isn’t. 

The hcre-again. gone-again creature that 
•mly leaves its calling card, but never lingers 
to allow humans more than a fleeting glimpse, 
fias been here again. Or he liMiTt. depending 
bn how one views the problem in general. 

Two footprints found in a residential area 
Of North Ogden have been cast by the Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources for further 
fcvestigatkM. 

TVey w* Ml bsr Bigfoot (or something 
elgfc) near the rerid^re of a family that was 


awakened one morning by what family 
members reported to be screams. They did not 
investigate. 

The following morning, as the father of the 
family was doing chores, he spotted some 
huge footprints near a ditch on his property. 

A division enforcement specialist, Ralph L. 
Blotter, investigated. He found that the prints, 
indeed, were there — about 13 inches long and 
more than 4 inches broad. 

The left print is 4 inches from big toe to 
little toe and the right the same width at the 
toes, with a heel measurement of 2% inches. 

The prints were pressed W inches into the 


“l took my own foot and stamped hard into 
ihe mud by tin* ditch and the indentation only 
measured a half inch.” Blotter said. He is a 
man of medium build. A larger man who was 
at the site also tried leaving a print, and didn't 
go down much farther. 

"We just can’t estimate how innch weight 
the animal carried to make such a print.” 
Blotter said. 

The* conditions of the hanksidc may have 
made a difference, he said. If water from the 
ditch had spilled on the ground the night of 
Bigfoot-or-whatever's passing, the prints 
might have been deeper than on the day of the 
investigation, when the soil was relatively dry. 

"If you want my opinion.” Blotter said. “I 


CULT LINKED 
TO ANIMAL 
MUTILATIONS 

CALGARY, Alberta 
(WI) — Police believe a 
cult is responsible for a 
mysterious series of animal 
mutilations In the prairie 
fffovir.ee of Alberta, similar 
to several cases last fall in 
which cattle were found 
with genitals and other or¬ 
gans removed. 

In a short statement yes¬ 
terday, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police said its in¬ 
vestigation into the mutila¬ 
tions is continuing “with 
the view of identifying the 
cult involved," but declined 
to give further details tor 
lear of provoking “copy¬ 
cat” killings. 

The police confirmed 
that In two of three case* of 
animal mutilations current¬ 
ly under investigation the 
carcasses exhibited “char¬ 
acteristics of those ob¬ 
served last fall." 


"No one hao ever seen 
bin*, no drop pm*. have' 
been found, and wKk all 
the people who go into tub 
mountains, and all our 
people on the job. I juat 
don't sec how it would be 
possible for him to 
exist," he said. 


“I guess if you believe 
in flying saucers, little 
green men on Mars and 
ghosts, then you can be¬ 
lieve in Bigfoot." he 
scoffed. 


Nonetheless, calls pour 
in from the curious each 
lime a new bit of evi¬ 
dence appears. 


Perhaps the puzzle is 
best left unsolved. Blot- 
ler said. "You don't want 
everything explained." 
he said. "We still need to 
believe in Mickey 
Mouse." 


0,-ier.t New. photo by Morooect Boor 


Cast was made from 13-inch footprint laft naar North Ogden hom< 
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Champlain 9 s lake monster 
beckons ex-Endicott man 


lake 


FKANX.WOOC#Uff 


Joe Zarzynski shows where he hos searched 


By MARY KAY ROTH 

Joe Zarzynski is canting a 
monster. 

The 2S-year-old Endicott native has 
never met her . But as sure as there are 1 
fish in the sea, be knows his Lake 
[ Champlain beast exists and hopes to 
give her the fame splashed upon Scot¬ 
land's Loch Ness serpent. 

“This is one of the last frontiers be¬ 
sides outer space," Zarzynski said dur¬ 
ing a recent visit to bis parents' home 
in Endicott. “It has a magnetic effect 
on me, it beckons me." 

For the last six years, the lake mon 
ster investigator has been wooing his 
Lake Champlain creature, a sea ser¬ 
pent called Champ. 1 

Marian Zarzynski of Endicott, Joe’s 
father, calls it an obsession with the 
call of the wild: “He breathes it, eats it 
and lives with it." 

His son admits it. Joe Zarzynski has 
spent thousands of dollars shore watch 
tag and searching the depths of Lake 
Champlain Unfazed by skeptics, the 
Saratoga Springs saetal studies teach 
| Sr is convinced that Lake Champlain, 
which is nestled between the borders of 
I New York and Vermont, holds some of 
the greatest natural wonders of the 
| world, including Champ. 

“A lot is instinct, a feeling that some- 
I thing is there,"'Zarzynski said. But- 
’ claims he also has found tangible evi- 
| dence. 

He has collected more than 100 dis- 
1 turbingly similar sightings of the 
beasts dating back to the early 1000s, 
describing nocturnal, docile, snake¬ 
like creatures Which measure about 20 
feet long and l to 2 feet wide. They 
have rough green skin, horse-shaped 
heads and manes. 

“’’’here are just too many sightings 
f made by credible people — architects 
and physicians — to dismiss it," Zar 
zynsiu said. "It saddename that many 
people feel threatened to make reports 


ot such signungs — afraid they will be 
madf fun of .” 

Zarzynski. who is m the midst of 
writing a book on his research, is cer¬ 
tainly not afraid of being called crazy. 
He describes himself as a Walter Mitty 
character on a detective hunt, piecing 
together the mystery of Champ. 

Hie fascination with lake monsters 
was kindled when he was growing up in 
the Triple Cities, but his real "baptism 
of fire into the world of the unex¬ 
plained"! came after he received his 
master's'degree in education at the 
State University of New York at Bing¬ 
hamton 

He snagged a teaching job in Sarato¬ 
ga Springs, south of Lake George, and 
heard the natives talking about the 
Lake Champlain monster. What began 
as hours of shore watching soon trans¬ 
formed into intensive research and a 
sophisticated search with sonar equip¬ 
ment. 

Indians who first inhabited the Lake 
Champlain region told of a sea mon¬ 
ster. Zarzynski said. An old Indian leg¬ 
end spoke of a ghost near "Big Snake 
Bay ’ wruch created waves and toppled 
boats if not appeased. 

The first written record of Champ 
was made in 1609 by the famous ex¬ 
plorer, Samuel de Champlain, who re¬ 
ported a serpent-like creature 20 feet 
long and as thick as a barrel. A series 
of sightings followed in the 1800s and 
190Cs, with P.T. Barnum offering 
CO.'JOO for the carcass of the Cham¬ 
plain Sea Serpent. No one delivered. 

The world is filled with other lakes 
which purportedly provide home wa 
ters for sea monsters. The lakes are 
usually deep, cold bodies of water in 
similar climates, Zarzynski claimed, 
citing Russia. Africa. Canada and, of 
course, Loch Ness in Scotland. 

He speculates that Champ’s ances¬ 
tors were prehistoric boasts from the 
dinosaur age — 80 million years ago - 


which somehow survived and lound re¬ 
fuge in the seas 

Now Zarzynski is worried that the 
lake is no longer a refuge. 

“1 hear people at Lake Champlain 
talk about shooting Champ and I can’t 
believe it,” he said. “These creatures 
could be links to man's past." 

He has asked that Champ be placed 
on the endangered species list — as 
they have done for the Loch Ness mon¬ 
ster — and is planning local ordi¬ 
nances. A Washington state law pro¬ 
tects Big Fool and a proposed Florida 
regulation would shield Skunk Ape, the 
monster of the Everglades. 

“I want to prove that Champ exists 

— and then 1 want to have her protect 
ed," Zarzynski said Proving her exis¬ 
tence could be difficult. 

"These creatures have developed 
what I call the elusivity factor — a spe¬ 
cial ability to know when man is near,' 
Zarzynski said. "That’s one reason 
they are so hard to spot. They show 
enough of themselves to tantalize you 

— and then disappear.” 

Another problem in sea monster 
sightings are the stunned viewers who 
forget about looking for a camera. Zar 
zyuski himself experienced such awe 
in one of his four trips to Loch Ness. 

"It was two years ago at twilight and 
we were on the east side of Loch 
Ness," he said. "My friend and I si¬ 
multaneously saw a dark hump disap¬ 
pear into the water — and my training 
went right out the window. I just stood 
there, googoo-eyed It’s the closest I’ve 
ever come.” 

“Actually the chances of my seeing 
Champ are minute," Zarzynski admit 
ted. “Sightings are based more on luck 
than anything She surfaces mostly at 
night and is afraid of humans." 

But. he added, quoting a friend 
' "Hiere has to be at least one dumb’ one 
that surfaces at the wrong time." 
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Big Foot? Hard to Tell 


A state wildlife biologist studying 
footprints thought to possibly be 
those of "big foot,” said today it is 
extremely difficult to make a de- 
termination. 

Officer Ralph Blotter, northern 
region, Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources, said perfect plaster 
casts made of two footprints last 
week in the backyard of a North 
Ogden residence have human 
characteristics. 

The footprints are 13 inches long 
and 4Vk inches wide at the toes. 
Officer Blotter said it appears as if 
whatever made the prints “slid a 
bit in the mud" which could ac¬ 
count for their size. 

A 13-inch foot, however, is not 
uncommon among humans, said 
Blotter. 


The prints are very clear, show¬ 
ing toenail marks, the “pads” and 
heel marks, and even the lines and 
grooves found on hands and feet. 

He said the prints did not appear 
to be those of feet with calloused, 
worn areas, scars or cuts. There it 
also no scar tissue such as that 
usually found on the bottoms of 
bare feet constantly used in 
walking. 

Blotter said he is at a loss to 
explain the depths of the prints that 
some said indicate the owner was 
extremely heavy, maybe 400 to 500 
pounds. 

Average-sized persons who made 
their own footprints in the same 
spot said their weight hardly made 
an imprint. 


Ohio 6 BigfooV sightings 
are said to be increasing 


UudaM Prau 

Sightings of a creature known 
in the western United States as 
Bigfoot have been reported from 
various parts of Ohio. 

“I don’t know for sure what it 
was I saw, but I didn't want to 
see it again," said Donna Riegler 
of Marysville, the wife of a Union 
County game protector. 

Mrs. Riegler said she was driv¬ 
ing home from work Tuesday 
when she spotted a creature that 
looked like a bear lying in a fetal 
position, apparently eating some¬ 
thing from the pavement. She 
said the creature was covered 
with hair and walked stiffly, like 


a robot, with its flesh-colored 
palms out. 

Law enforcement officials in 
Union and Logan counties report¬ 
ed other recent sightings. 

Patrick Poling of Union County 
resident, said he saw a hairy 
creature about seven feci tall and 
about 400 pounds on June 15 as it 
walked out of a woods. 

“It was a big, hairy ape that 
walked like a man," Poling said. 
“He had long black hair. It 
wasn't fur." 

Donald Mathys, a neighbor, 
made a piaster mold of the foot¬ 
print. It measures 17 inches long 







The 'Bigfoot' Legend 

Oklahoma Has Its Share of Tall Tales 


r l’HE SQUIRREL HUNTER 

* had paused for a few moments, 
watching the tall limber along a 
boggy, remote southeastern Okla¬ 
homa stream. 

Suddenly, out of the gloom, a 
“thing” appeared, walking upright 
like a man. but leaning forward as it 
walked. Long arms almost drug the 
ground, and it appeared to easily be 
eight feet tall. Its shuffling gale re- 
aembled that of the great apes. 

It spied the hunter, broke into a 
avlft run, and crashed across the 
shallow stream, disappearing into 
the depths of the woods.... 

Bigfoot ? Sasquatch ? 77ie Foukes 
Monster? 

Right here in Oklahoma? Come 
on. get serious. 

Well, it makes for an interesting 
story, and that little episode was wi¬ 
dely reported in the press of south¬ 
eastern Oklahoma a few summers 

ago 

Rumors and stories continue to 
persist both nationwide, and yes. 
right here in our area of some type of 
a "man-beast” which roams the few 
remaining uninhabited, wilderness 
areas of this country. 

But the experts, almost univer¬ 
sally. discount such stories. 

“I personally don't believe any 
each creature could exist In the 
United States today.” commented 
Sydney (Pete) Wllkerson, bead of 
Tafia-area U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service offices. 

“Thera’s been Just too. much re¬ 
search, without turning up any real 
evidence, to give any indication of 
the existence of these creatures,” he 

said 


According to the U.S. Fish an 
Wildlife Service, one “eyewitness 
described an obviously female Big 
foot as a “tall, long-legged, gorilla 
like animal covered with dark black 
hair ” 

The only piece of film which is 
supposedly an authentic look at a. 
creature has been shown many 
times, both in movies and on televi¬ 
sion specials, and was even repro¬ 
duced on a national magazine cover 
in a special issue devoted to the 
legend. 

Hunting for Bigfoot has even be 
come a popular summer pastime in. 
the Northwest 


You’ll never convince some people Researchers have found that such 
though, that something is not out sightings have been reported as far 
there. back as 1849. And they've occurred, 

In some of those recent stories very sporadically, ever since, 
drifting out of southeast Oklahoma. There were several sightings re- 
a resident of the area, who refused ported in the early 1900s, and several 
to be identified in news reports, said different incidents reported in the 
he could offer proof of something spring of 1928. Over the decades, the 
locally called “Hattek Luxe Chito" stories were embellished to include 
(the big black man). reports that the creature gave off a 

He claimed that twice in his life- horrible stench, and some locals 
time he had seen such a creature in began calling it the ''Noxie 
the beautiful, remote area com- monster.“ 

prised of a triangle of Yashaua As a national folk tale, the legend 
Creek, the Mountain Fork River, of '‘Bigfoot" is even more 
and the Little Rivers. intriguing. 

This area is due east of Broken Also known as the Sasquatch, It's 
Bow. And many old timers we perso- reported to roam the forests and wil- 
nally know, who have also lived in derness areas of the Pacific North- 
that country all their lives, say west. Since the days of the first 
there’s nothing at all to the stories explorers to see those mountains, 
but Just that, tall talas. storias of an t-taet, 900-pound hu¬ 

manoid have bean part of America's 
One of the most interesting things wildlife legends, 
about Oklahoma's “man-beast'' 

though, is that each and every one of Filma have even allegedly been 
the reports of such sightings have made of the creatures, and countless 
occured in that same swampy, books, movies and articles have re¬ 
bayou-type country suited over the years. 


So many people have been stalk¬ 
ing the creatures in recent years 
with both highpower-rifles and cam¬ 
eras that SkamlniaCounty, Wash., 
announced they’ll impose a SlO.OCc 
fine and five-year-jail sentence 1-f 
anyone kills a Bigfoot. 

No less than the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers apparently believes in 
the legend too. They listed Bigfoot as 
one of the "native species” In the 
environmental atlas for the state of 
Washington. 

Many areas of the U.S. have been 
the site of similar strange reports. 

One of the more recent stories 
came from South Dakota, where & 
Bureau Of Indian Affairs policeman 
took plaster casts showing footprints 
meauring almost 18-inches! That 
one is still being cussed and 
discussed 

But is it reaDy posable, in today's 
world, for such a creature to still 
exist? 

Despite all their individual skepti¬ 
cism, the U.S. agency which handlfs 
such matters, officially says yes 


“Finding a Loch Ness monster, or 
Bigfoot. is still a possibility, and the 
discovery would be one of the most 
important in modern history," a re¬ 
cent report from the Fish-Wildlife 
Service stated. 

How would the goverment handle 
the case? Would the creatures re¬ 
ceive total protection to roam 
free... would attempts be made to 
capture some? Would they become 
the most important "endangered 
species” of all? 

“I doubt we'd ever have to do any¬ 
thing, because I don’t believe there 
are any of the things around to be 
discovered in the first place." said 
Keith Schreiner, associate director 
of the agency. "But, we have the 
laws and regulations on the books 
already to deal with newly disco¬ 
vered species,” 

Some of the reasons that Fish- 
Wildlife gives for its official position 
on the possibility of a discovery are 
quite interesting. 

Scientists believe there are still 
many species of birds and mammals 
that have not been discovered-just 
because they live in remote areas, 
and their population is small. The 
gorilla and giant panda, for exam¬ 
ple, were only legends until the late 
19th century. The Komodo dragon, a 
19-foot long lizard, was not known to 
science until 1912. 


World Staff Photo by Sam Powell 

This photograph was taken on a float trip have originated. World staff artist Dave Car- 
along tne extreme southern reaches of the man, In the accompanying Illustration, depict* 
Mountain Fork Rtver r an area where all re- what many believe still might roam such myste- 
perted lighting* of the creetures la Oklahema rlous areas of the United States. 


The coelacanth. a deep-water pre¬ 
historic fish, was known only by 65 
million-year old fossils, until 1938 
That year, a living specimen was 
caught off the Madagascar coast. 

Even more recently, a Navy tor¬ 
nado recovery vessel hauled a 15- 
toot shark from 500-foot depths. It 
was an entirely new species, named 
“megamouth'' because of a bathtub¬ 
shaped lower Jaw, an enormous, 
short-snouted head, and huge vesti¬ 
gial teeth. 

As for Bigfoot. there have never 
been any remains found, nothing to 
actually substantiate the continuing 
tales. The Fish-Wildlife Service be¬ 
lieves most are “exaggerated or 
misinterpreted reports, and many 
are downright hoaxes.” 


Oklahoma's addition to the leg¬ 
end has even reached the attention 
of Washington, D C. offices though 

In its lengthy report on Bigfoot, 
the Service notes that among the 
many stories they have checked out 
over the years, the "infamous Moth- 
man of West Virginia, the skunk ape 
of the Everglades, and even the re¬ 
puted foul-smelling Noxie monster, 
a 7-foot denizen of Oklahoma, ’’ have 
been part of the research. 

So for a different summer vaca¬ 
tion this year, right here in good ol’ 
Oklahoma, how about an extended 
camping trip along the eanehrakes 
and backwater* of the Little River 
country? 
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Mysterious Gss iTeSSii&iSiJ 

Closes Schools ^STSjSSl5,r5 

HONG KONG (AP) — »chool*, was first expert 
Authorities ordered 4,500 enced May 6. After that iad 
students evacuated from denb it was thought the gw 
classes and sent home after came from the firing of tew 
eight schools were affected l*s at a nearby police range 
by a mysterious gas. The firing practices wen 

It was the fourth time in a banned, but the myaterioui 
month that the pungent gas gas shows no sign of abating 
had struck schools in var- Investigators so far ham 
ious districts on Kowleoa determined no source of Dm 
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Nude 
wild 
man 

By BUDDY MOORE 

We don’t know if it'* 
nude. 

We don’t know if it’s man 
or beast. 

But we do know it has a 
footprint that measures 15 
inches long. 

We reported it last Mon¬ 
day after a couple of women 
called ENVEE NEWS and 
said they found some “big 
tracks*' in the Slop Jar 
Slough area. Nancy Wil¬ 
liams and Doris Wilburn 
were hunting mayhaws 
when they found the tracks. 

Our article has prompted 
telephone calls from read¬ 
ers who remind us of the 
1952 incident when a nude 
wild man was spotted on at 
least three occasions...twice 
in the Honey Island area, 
strangely enough near the 
location of the present 
prints, and one time near 
Sour Lake. 

On August 14, 1952, the 
KOUNTZE NEWS reported 
that a gun-toting “wiki 
man” of the woods was still 
the object of a search in the 
Honey Island area. On the 
previous Sunday the late 
Sheriff Red Lindsey headed 
a ten man posse the report 
states, that searched unsuc¬ 
cessfully for a deeply tan¬ 
ned bare footed man who 
was first seen on August 
2nd by Uncle Will Kelly who 
lived on Lindsey's farm. 

The man was next report¬ 
ed on August 9th by the late 
Dan Sutton. 

Sutton said that a naked 
man joined him' on a road 
about four miles northwest 
of Honey Island and after 
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walking together for about 
one hundred yards, the man 
turned off. Sutton reported¬ 
ly told the man he was going 
to call the sheriff and was 
told by the "wild" man that 
he had been in the area for 
three years and “the law 
will have to shoot it out with 
me.” 

Sutton said the man had a 
heavy beard and a hairy 
body and carried a gun in 
each hand. 

In the August 14, 1952, 
report, Lindsey said that the 
“wild man" had a foot that 
measured 15 inches in 
length. 

On October 2, 1952, the 
NEWS reported that 
aaother sighting would not 
let the “wild man” interest 
die down. This time the man 
was seen standing near a 
creek on the Sour Lake road. 

One of the readers who 
called ENVEE NEWS is 
Sharon Gossett, who, with 
some friends reported sight¬ 
ing some “monsters.” 

“Several books have been 
written about these unex¬ 
plained incidents," Sharon 
said. “In everything 1 have 
read, they migrate every so 
many years, about seven I 
think.” 

She. along with Hula 
Wheeler Moss. Paula Ling- 
rom, Bobby Henderson, and 
others reported seeing 
“something in 1965. That 
was twelve years after the 
Honey Island Wild Man 
spotting and their sighting 
was in the Old Hardin area. 

“It’s be6n another fifteen 
years since a big foot sight¬ 
ing." Sharon said. “That 
backs up the ‘every seven 
years' theory.” 

According to Sharon, 
"creatures” like these are 
“very shy.” 

“It might have been hid¬ 
ing somewhere in the woods 
while you and Nancy and 
Doris were looking at the 
tracks." Sharon said. 

“It didn't watch ua 
long.” 1 replied. 


!'Killer' fof 
really a 
§ 'dry wind' 


1 VICTORIA (UPC)—Tbe 
*. mysterious “killer fag” 
from the sea that killed 
S foliage along a 10-kilo- 
meter stretch of Van¬ 
couver Island, was “Joat a 
7 try southeast wind,” says 
+> a British Columbia 
£ environment ministry «dB- 
dal.' 

He said testa of dead 
♦j Callage had shown the 
g damage was doctor'' ’ 


• «‘<It was apparnatly 
-• caused by a dry, southeast 
- wind followed by warm, 
5 sunny weather,” the off! 
“ tial aaid. “Susceptible 
m plants were damaged by 
< the drying action af the 
9 wind and salt spray Omni 
5 the aea contributed to 


a He bad n 
Why the destruction had 
baea confined to the atrip 


CB» a. Bupiantlar 


Whisper 

from 

Atlantis 
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More mutilations 


By LARRY KUSCH 

The Calgary detachment of the 
RCMP has reported that there have 
been two more confirmed cases of 
cattle mutilations in Alberta. 

The detachment, which has been 
co-ordinating the investigation into 
cattle mutilations in the province 
since last year, said that three of the 
10 reports it has received so far this 
year nave been similar to the cases 
reported last fall. 

However, only two cf the cast 
have been verified. 

The RCMP officers in charge of 
the case. Corporals Lvn Laubcr and 
Randy Mackenzie, have not r«- 
veaieG where the mutilations took 
^lace or what type of cattle ware 

la fact, the officers have stopped 
talking to the press because tnev 
find that it is taking up too muco 
time. An RCMP spokesman tn 
Calgary said lhai the detachment 
has been getting about 20 calls a 
day from the media. 

The RCMP detachment at Oytn. 
Alta., has also been receiving a 
number of phone calls because of a 
report that six or seven head of 
cattle might have been mutilated in 
that district. However, these cases 
have not been confirmed and police 
an reluctant to answer any more 
questions on the incidents. 

There have been no reported 
cases of mutilauons this spring in 
Manitoba and in Saskatchewan, 
although there were a few con¬ 
firmed cases in Saskatchewan last 
ytm. 

The main problem has been in 
Alberta, where mere were 38 con¬ 
firmed mutilations last year. Prior 
to the incidents this spnng. the last 
confirmed case was reported leal 
Nov. 12. 

The pattern with such crime in 
the United States has been that it 
Mopa during the winter, end that is 
what happened in Western Can¬ 
ada. 

The RCMP officers working on 
the case spent much of the winter 
catching up on the numerous re¬ 
pons made last fall while the mu¬ 
tilations were occurring. Police 
looked into ISO reported cases, but 
in the vest majority of them preda¬ 
tors were the cause. 

The RCMP is currently studying 
the possibility that the crimes have 
been the work of cult groups. 

The first incident was reported 
Ann. 12 of last year when a 
purebred Siramentalbull was killed 
and mutilated in the Blackia area 
southeast of Calgary. Shortly tbete- 
nfiaa there were rep e n s of tsro 
MHftgs in the Brooks area and 
another in the Didsbury area just 
north of Calgary. 

In these and other incidents, sax 
i have been removed from the 
, often with surgical precision, 
cs have been cut from ears, 
mod longues have been removed. 

Police have been hampered by a 
lack of solid evidence because they 
often arrive on the scene several 
days after the animal dies. What is 
they say, it is almost aeeae- 


sary to catch the criminal ut the act 
in order to obtain sufficient evi¬ 
dence for conviction. 
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ALMOST incidentally to its 
main purpose of exploring the 
bed of the Red Sea, the re¬ 
cently returned Instkue of 
Oceanology expedition has 
brought back with it another 
whisper of the legendary lost 
civilisation of Atlantis. 

The expedition, which was 
made up of the research ships 
Academician Kurchatov. 
Professor Shtokman and 
Aquanaut, broke its journey to 
and from the Red Sea to take 
a look at the submerged 
mountain Ampcr. some 400 
miles from Ihe Strait of 
OlbraJur. 


Pictures taken four years 
ago by one of (he Imitute’s 
steff, chief engineer V. 
Marituycv, had shown on the 
slopes of this mountain large 
rectangular areas divided into 
smaller squares and looking 
like stonework — possibly a 
relic of Atlantis? 

On its outward journey the 
expedition sent down the 
manned submarine Ptsccs-2 to 
have i closer look at the 
north-west slopes, but the 
crew were unable to find any 
stonework. 

On Ihe way back weather 
in too bad for a 
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second dive, but the unman- The deputy leader of the 
red ZvukSM was towed over expedition. Professor V. 
the north-eastern slopes. Yastrebov, thought the 
From a depth of about 250 Atlantis theory might be worth 
Feet it provided pictures of following up later, but was 
rectangular plates divided by much more pleased with the 
smaller blocks and placed results of the main work in the 
either parallel or Red Sea. 

perpendicular to each other. This had given very clear 
The Pisces, crew thought confirmation that Africa and 
that these were natural for- Arabia are still moving apart, 
malions. similar lo a square In one place a quite large 
block structure they had seen fissure had ruptured a recent 
on the earlier dive, but tube of solidified lava, showing 
worsening weather forced the both the sin and direction of 
expedition lo continue its the movement of the Red Sea 
homeward journey without bed. I f* 

solving ihe mystery. 10 





Tibet Hunts Its 'Loch Ness Monster 



DUE NEWS, Florence , KX - June 5, 1980 CR} J. Bailsy via H. Schaffner 

Florence Youth Convinced Bigfoot Alive! 


bv 

Ji ff Slegman 

"1 didn’t believe there 
was a monster at Big 
Bone, but now I'm eon 
vinced." said eight year 


old Timmy Jones, almost 
shuddering at the 

thought of a Bigfoot type 
creature roaming North¬ 
ern Kentucky. Timmy 
was talking as we drove 
to the Big Bone Lick 
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6 Chessie 9 Sea Monster 
Shakes Up Residents 


i in the summer of 1971, 
reportedly been seen again, this 
e In the Potomac River about (0 


N.v. tmaos news ssavics 

Richmond. Va. — A sea serpent 
dubbed "Chessie." after the so-called 
Loch Ness monster “Nessie," and aid 
to have been seen by more than 30 
people along the Chesapeake Bay and 
Its tributaries ' 
has 
time 

miles northeast of here. 

Goodwin Muse, a 59-year-old farm¬ 
er, laid he and five friends happened 
upon a creature 10 to 14 feet long as 
they were making their way to the 
beach June 14. 

"I had spyglasses end was up on a 
bank II feet high," Muse said, "and 
out 30 yards In the river you could sae 
this long, dark streak in the water.” 

The creature’s body was “about as 
big around as a quart jar," and its 
head was “as large as my hand or 
more," Mum said, dedaring that “ab- 
sotuteiy none of us drink." The group 
ww te hed the serpent swtm for about 14 

mt c. 


minutes before it disappeared. 

"I've been here all my life around 
this river, and this is something I've 
never seen before,” said Muse, whose 
land adjoin the George Washington 
Birthplace National Monument in 
Westmoreland County. 

Tht description given in 1971 in 
rural Westmoreland and Northumber¬ 
land counties were similar, according 
to John V. Merriner, of the Virginia 
Intitule of Marina Science. 

"We don't know what it is.” said 
Merriner, although some scientists 
have held out “the anaconda syn¬ 
drome" at a possible explanation, 
thinking that giant snakes of that type 
were accidentally introduced to the 
Potomac by commercial sailing ves¬ 
sels more than 50 yean ago. 

Whatever it is, Merriner urged that 
anyone who sees it get a photograph 
"that might give us a lasting impres¬ 
sion of it" 


State Park boat ramp 
Thursday in search of two 
unusual footprints the 
Florence youth had seen 
the day before. 

”1 was walking along the 
edge of the water and 
there they were, about 
this big," continued Tim 
my, holding his hands 
about nine inches apart. 
“There were two toe 
holes on each foot, both 
the same size. I knew 
they had to be from the 
monster that shook the 
house trailer a few 
months ago." 

Timmy had read a news 
account several months 
ago about a large, blade 
creature which reported¬ 
ly shook a house trailer in 
the Big Bone area. His 
grandmother had kept a 
copy to show him, but the 
story alone wasn't enough 
to make him a believer. 

“I still didn't believe 
there was a monster here 
until I saw the 

footprints," added Timmy 
while giving me his best 
skeptical look. 

When we reached the 
beat ramp we walked 
only a few feet before 
finding two unusual foot 
prints in the muddy bank. 
The prints, sunk five to 
six inches into the mud, 
showed two identical 
holes pushing into the 
mud as if whatever made 
them had tip toed into 
place. About ten inches 
long, the back portion of 
the prints tapered to an 
extremely narrow finish. 
When I stepped next to 
the prints, my 188 pound 
frame sank only two inch 
es into the bank Who¬ 
ever or whatever made 
the prints had to he 


heavy. 

"The thinjf 1 don't 
understand is why people 
want to kill it just to 
prove it's alive,' said 
Timmy. "I don't think 
that's right. People 
should leave it along, and 
maybe it wifi leave them 
alone." 

Timmy had a tough time 
convincing his friends 
their is, indeed, a mons 
ter. “Only one of my 
friends believes me,” said 
the Ockerman Elemen 
tary student. 

Alt-;r walking to the 
Florence Police Depart 
ment from his home near 
the station and reporting 
the prints. Timmy called 
the Dixie News “so 
people would know." 
Timmy would like to see 
whatever made the 
prints. 

“I wouldn't stay around 
long," he said with 
another shudder. "I don't 
know what it is, but it 
sure scared me." 


New hunt by raft may solve 



Nessie riddle 


IN A FEW weeks’ 
time a large inflat¬ 
able raft powered by 
an outboard motor 
will move slowly 
across Loch Ness in 
a new search for the 
elusive monster. 

But even It "Nessie” 
falls to show up the 
search could still be a 
success. 

For the 40ft. raft will 
be towing s special dredg¬ 
ing device made up of 
a combined sledge and 
net. And what may be 
eaught In the net could 
determine whether there 
Is — or ever has been — 
a Loch Nesa monster. 

Experiment 

Naturalist Mt. Adrian Shine, 
leader of the Loch New Morar 
Project, mid : ** The dredging 
experiment is based on the 
idea that if there are live 
monsters In the loch there 
must also be dead ones. 

~ If we bring to the surface 
any bones of ancient 
creature we shall have gone 
a long way to establishing the 
reality of Loch Ness to 
monsters. 

44 The loch certainly has 
the capacity to support large 
elusive creatures. And one 
cannot dismiss all the reports 
of people who claim to have 
seen one." 

Sediment dredged up 1.000 
feet from the bed of Loch 
Morar last year included 
worms and molluscs which 
survive in total rtirfcnees at 
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near-freezing temperatures 
and under crushing pressure. 

Mr. Shine added : 44 A 
party of us are going up to. 
Loch Ness to start dredging 
on August 2. But this will 
only be a pilot experiment 
lasting about three weeks. 

"Wnat we plan is to study 
the loch scientifically for at 
least three years at different 
times of the year and 
different times of the day. 
But a lot depends on our 


getting sufficient financial 
support.*’ 

As well as dredging tlif 
loch the team plan to m 
new highly-sensitive undci 
water cameras that can tr 
dropped from the raft likr 
depth charges and strung out 
whenever listening device 
pick up any movement in the 
black depths. 

Mr. Shine said: "Few 
people realise how big Loch 
Ness is, or that until aboi. 
6.000 years ago it wn 
probably open to the sea. 

“The whole human race 
could be submerged m 
without trace." 



$ Officials Probe 
^ Huge Footprints 


I 

§ 


ALTOONA, Fla. (UPI) - Most 
investigators figure it's a hoax, 
but there was enough doubt in 
their minds to order casts made 
of the size 18 footllke prints found 
in a remote area of Ocala Na¬ 
tional Forest. 

“I think it’s a hoax," Doug Sew¬ 
ell, chief investigator for the 
Lake County Sheriff's Depart¬ 
ment, said. “• • • There was no 
indication that something big 
enough to make those prints went 
back through the woods." 

Less sure, however, is Lake 
County SgL Dee Kirby, called out 
to make casts of the hall down 
17-inch-by-SVk-inch- footprints 
found near a bulldozer in the vi¬ 
cinity of Camp Ocala, a federal 
job training site. 

H* ssid the prints showed a 
definite arching of the Instep, five 
distinct toes and even some 
wrinkling along the Instep. 
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The Gurdon Light Phenomenon: 


You Must See It to Understand It 


By NANCY COONS SPARKS 
Of tee Gazette Staff 

-GURDON. 

E very fall since the mid-'Ws, a new 
wave cf Arkadelphla college stu¬ 
dents treks through the deep night 
woods, tottering over trestles, toeing gin¬ 
gerly over rotting ties, squinting ahead 
to where a triangle of sky points to the 
apex of the narrowing railroad tracks — 
until someone gasps "There it is!" 

*11" is the Gurdon Light, one of those 
deliciously unexplainable phenomena 
that has caught the Imagination of gener¬ 
ations of students — and recently has 
merited a identic investigation by fac¬ 
ulty and stndenta of Henderson State 
University at nearby Artadetphia. 

Dr. Charles Leming. a professor of 
physics there, supervised the study, 
which was part of a one-haur credit 
course called “Physics; Theories — Fact 
and Fiction.” Allowing the students te 
look Into reports on pyramid power, the 
Bermuda Triangle, UFO’s, biorhythms 
and the like. Dr. Laming was happy to 
offer the course to the itudonti “on de¬ 
mand,” be said, since “in the end, with 
analytical-type scrutiny, them things 
usually don’t stand up.” 

Each term, stu d ent s would tackle the 
theories that Interested than, rmarch 
the facts and Incidents and make a pre¬ 
sentation to the clam “Carl Sagan aays 
it's a failure in religion, the need to be¬ 
lieve In these things," Dr. Leming said. 
"We almost always end up debunking 
them.” 

One group built a bed of nails to prove 
how harmless the distribution of pres¬ 
sure points could be. Another traced the 
dtnppeeraacm hi the Bermuda Triangle 
and found that nearly all the supposed 
freak disapp e a ra n ces had hem solved la 
a mundane manner. One student even 
said be read suras, hot twisted the stu¬ 
dents would hive to take off their 
clothes and stand hi front of a taut 
(That theory was never tasted.) 

Bat then a student suggested a subject 
dear to the hearts of Arkadelphla stu¬ 
dents — and the debunking didn't come 
so easy. 

The Gurdon Light has a story, a 
ghostly story, ooe that ties into families 
that still live in the area. It teems a rail¬ 
road foreman was bludgeoned to death 
with a spike maul by ooe of his employes 
right along the Mimouri-Padflc tracks 
where the light appears (north of Gurdon 
between state Highway 57 and Intents te 
SO) The employe had been accused of 
sabotaging the tracks, trying to wreck 
the gumhine Special, but actually earn¬ 
ing the wreck of a freight the day before. 
(No one was killed, according to tbs De¬ 
cember It, 1921 Southern Standard, 
but a group of hoboes was treated lor In¬ 
jury at Gurdon.) Alone on the tracks that 
night with hit foreman aid angered by 
the accumUon, the story goae, the work¬ 
man struck him with a shovel. The vic¬ 
tim ram and tried to run away, but 
addled by the blow, be tripped in the sink 
bole of a rotted stump and fell. The 
workman finished him off with the spike 
maul, then walked into Gurdon — where 
he was arrested for “acting suspicious.” 
After a confession was solicited, s search 
party found the body, before collapsing 
(or the final time, the victim had 
crawled in a trail of blood for marly a 
quarter of a mile. 

The workman wai electrocuted for the 
crime in February 1922. 

The Gurdon Light, legend hat it. Is the 
victim’s lantern, twinging eternally 
down the Mo-Pac rails. 

Skeptics prefer the theory of highway 
headlights. 

But highway headlights don’t necessar¬ 
ily explain the phenomenon — and Dr. 
Imm admits he’s stumped. Viewed 
through Altera, the light never pola ri sed, 
which any mirage would do. No electro¬ 
magnetic cur re n t could be traced on a 
galv an ometer. And the light appears 
consistently, regardless of atmospheric 
conditions. "I’ve never beard of anyone 
going out there who didn't am It," he 
said. 

On a hot evening, a party of 12 profes¬ 
sors, students and curious visitors parked 
their cars at the railroad corning, 
smeared their bodies with insect repel¬ 
lent and headed dews the rarely used 


track that connects Gurdon to Okolona. 
Dr. Leming, a yard-long aluminum torch 
slung over Us shoulder, led the way, 
along with the student who beaded tbs 
investigation, Mike Clingan. 

Clingan wore a baseball cap and a 
Texas T-shirt An English major and tbs 
state chess champion in his third year of 
school, be already has more than 144 
credits under his belt (He began attend¬ 
ing Henderson while still in high school, 
be explained.) The Guntoo Light project 
has gotten under his skin, it seems: 
Clingan comes out to the track almost 
every night, usually alone Sometimes ha 
walks a way In. then sleeps on the tracks 
until real darkness has settled in order to 
observe the light “You have to coma oat 
here alone to really experience It” ha 
said. 

The daylight was fading from gray to 
charcoal as the company picked their 
way along between the tlaa. Along either 
side of the track, creatures shrieked and 
burbled in the swamp water. Chech- 
wills-widows whooped to the trees Where 
branches no longer could be dietiu- 
gulshed in the darkness. 

Clingan walked beside the visitors. 
“Have you heard the story of the mur¬ 
der?" he asked. He told It - in carefully 
measured tones, watching his feet as he 
walked, pausing after the description of 
the victim's bloody crawl across the for¬ 
est floor. 

The visitors listened to the crunch ct 
their feet oo the gravel. “I finally got 
ahold of an old timer today to ask Mm 
about the Light,” he said. “I didn’t toll 
Um anything about it, bat I asked Um 
when he’d first seen It 

’’You know what he said? 

1921.” 

They walked on, watching 
their feet 

' BetUr look ahead a little," 
he said. "Saakss like to crawl up 
on the rails after they've ab¬ 
sorbed the sun all day." They 
slowed a little and squinted Into 
the darkness ahead. 

"You know, there’s an old 
blacks' cemetery out here along 
the tracks, too,” he said. "It 
hasn't bees kept up for years. 

Some guys came out hart once 
to hide in the tombstones to 
scare people — but they got 
scared away.” Clingan didn't 
toy by what 

They listened to their feet for 
a while. 

“There’s t tree out hers 
somewhere that's supposed to 
be where they hanged people 
whoa Arkansas was still a terri¬ 
tory,” he said. "They buried 
them under the tree, too. People 
say if you park your car uadar 
it, it starts to shake.” 

The frogs chortled from the 
swamp. 


Like someone swinging s lew 
torn. 

One of the visitors triad to 
swallow but for some reason 
found her mouth curiously dry. 

The group had stopped, silent. 
They began to move again, 
fastar, crossiag trestle and 
creek, stepping over rotten ties, 
glancing from path to horlaoe 
and back. It waa almost totally 
dark and the chuck-wills-widows 
had been replaced by hoarsely 
booting owls. 

The light pa s sed again, a red¬ 
der flash this time. It ssemsd 
closer. 

The group stopped, sbeat a 
mile and a half from thoir ears. 
Several sat down as the ties; 
two set up tripods and cameras. 

“It looks Ilk* ear ligbta to 
me." said Bob McClanaban, a 
student in a cowboy hat and a 
military skirt Ho lit a cigarette. 

Clingan explained: The inter¬ 
state was about four miles 
sway. A couple of logging roads 
“for four-wheel drive” and 
Stickey Road "which hasn't been 
kept up for years" stretched be¬ 
tween the party and Um inter¬ 
state. There was a large MU In 
between. That meant if the light 
wai caused by passing head¬ 
lights, it would have to bo re¬ 
fracted up and over the hill to 
bo visible oa the other lido. 

"Look, the nils absorb beet 
oil day," McClanaban said. 
“That’s why snakes lay np 
against the rails at night.'' It the 
rails radiate heat, he esplained, 
they could form a cushion of 
warm sir that would bump into 
a cushion of cooler air above: 
that coaid create the ceadttkas 
■acamiry for raflectione. “It’s 
called aa Inversion layer,” he 
said. 

“Yeah, but that takas special 
CQpdttiOfw." Clingan argued. "I 
just don’t think they could oocv 
aU the time.” 

Ho ocrstched a mooquito bite. 
Ha, I don’t maka theories. AU I 
know Is, I’ve sese it in all kinds 
of weather, whan it's windy and 
when it's rainy. Tvs seen it be- 
hind me and in front of mo. It 
wss here long before the inter¬ 
state seas built It didn’t polar- 
lie, which means Its not a re¬ 
flection. It doamt show on the 
galvanometer, which means 
tease's no electromagnetic cur¬ 
rent" 

He etarod up the track. "I juet 
hate to think of some thing out 
here teat I can’t explain." 

The light flatbed, bluish this 
time, bounced op and dtaap- 


McClanahan said, “I still 




Moving at shout St feet per sec¬ 
ond. ho explained, the lights 
wonld be visible much longer 
than the second It takes for the 
Gurdon Light to appear and dla- 
appear. 

He also has walkad closa 
enough to the highway to hear 
the sounds of specific trucks — 
and Insists tee sound never co¬ 
ordinated with the appearance 
of the light. 

Yet, somehow, the research¬ 
ers never appear to have made 
a concentrated, onee-and-for-all 
effort to solve tee mystery. For 
instance, no one has tried to 
string people along the length of 
trick between Interstate and 
crossing, attempUng to isolate 
tee light. No one has placed a 
man on the Interstate bridge 
and one on the track to com¬ 
pare. vta walkie-talkie, tee pass- 
inf of a truck with tee appear¬ 
ance of a light. No one has tried 
to compare tee spectra of tee 


light with tee spectra of a head¬ 
light. 

Bat no one really wants to. 
Debunking tee Bermuda Trian¬ 
gle waa one thing Stripping the 
Gordon Light of Its chilling ro¬ 
mance Is another. Where would 
tee freshman girls from Ouach¬ 
ita Baptist University go in the 
fail to be terrified? Where 
would couples take their coolers 
of beer, waiting for the flash of 
unexplsioable light to squeeze 
teem clooer together for safety? 
Where would young chess cham¬ 
pions go to lie on their bocks 
alone and watch the stare coma 
oat listening to owls and frogs 
and mysterious cracklings In the 
deep swamp brush? 

They certainly srouldn’t go to 
the Gurdon Light if some ambi¬ 
tious physics student proved it 
were merely headlights. 

It’s better to watch tee bob¬ 
bing light and wonder. 



Dr. Leming 
(below, right), 
others sit along 
railroad tracks at 
Gurdon, 

wondering, 'What’s 
that light in the 
distance, on the 
horizon?’ 


Suddenly the gravel dropped 
sway beneath their feet and 
they were croretng bare ties on 
a trestle, s pool of thick water 
glistening underneath. “Some¬ 
times guys come out here and 
hide under tee treaties." ha said. 
' They wait and reach np 
through the ties — and grab 
girls' anklet.” 

They walked a little faster, 
waiting for tee cru n ch of gravel 
under their feet again. No ooe 
spoke for a while; the chnck- 
wllls-widows were silent. Only 
the steady hum of night crea¬ 
tures and the crunch of feet 
could be heard. 

Fireflies were blinking and 
fading around teem; stars ware 
gathering Into thick clusters 
overhead. There was no moon 
yet. 

Then, a firefly blinked on the 
horizon at tee point where the 
tracks dwindle to nothing. It 
blinked, glowed orange, swung 
to tee right and disappeared. 

“That waa III” someone 
croaked The group slogged on, 
watching the horizon. 

The orange glow crossed 
again - much larger than a 
firefly's blink, sweeping a down¬ 
ward arc across the trad:, then 
swinging bnek and fadtag sway. 

It tosok s little aa K c n uad. 


“1 hope so,” Clingan said. 
"Golly." 

“Have yon ever felt like yon 
ware going to drown and yon 
got really scared?” Clingan con¬ 
tinued. “I came out here one 
night and started to feal that 
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Dr. Leming movad clooer to 
join the conversation. “I’ve 
heard tain of some awfully 
spectacular sightings," he uld. 
“people being chased by ths 
light and all - but I think it de¬ 
pends on how hysterical the 
groupie." 

"It performs hotter for sto¬ 
gies — or should I uy dou¬ 
bles?" another professor uld 
with s laugh. 

The light was hi Inking, glim¬ 
mering for a second, maybe 
two. “When I first came out 
here I uld. oh, It’s just ths in¬ 
terstate," Dr. Leming said. "But 
teen I talked to people who said 
it wu here long before tee In¬ 
terstate. If It’s tee interstate. 
It’s not every car teat goes by, 
because it doesn't appear that 
often.” 

Clingan hat attempted 
gauge the length of time 
would take a car to crou the ho¬ 
rizon point at s 45 
(tee angle of the 
tea tracks) at 54 miles an hour. 
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Bigfoot? 


Hairy 7-footer seen hanging around central Ohio farmland 


By BUI O'Connor 

Nicm Journal naff wrMcr 

MARYSVILLE — Union County sheriff s 
deputy William Griffith looked over some 
paperwork Friday while a white-hot sun 
beat against the window. 

Griffith often buys drugs from men with 
watery eyes. Some of those men now are 
growing old in Ohio prisons. 

On the other side of the room. Detective 
Mike Powers was reading a report -that tola 


about a tall, hairy fellow with 17-inch feet. 

"Hey Griff," Powers said. “What do you 
think of bigfoot?" 

"Don’t bother rpe with that unless he 
wants to sell some drugs," Griffith snapped. 

But residents of Union and Logan coun¬ 
ties have been both bothered and amused by 
accounts that the legendary monster has 
-taken up residence here. 

Those who live in the small towns and 
villages of these two mostly rural counties 


joke about bigfoofs appearances. But those 
who live on the farms in the area of the 
sightings are a bit more cautious. 

They are cautious mainly because of the 
reputation of those who claim to have seen 
bigfoot. 

“Hey, I laughed at this whole thing at 
first," Powers admitted. "But now I'm not 
so sure. I think it should be looked into. You 
talk to Pat Poling and you won’t 
be so sure, either.” 

Poling farms on the border be¬ 
tween Logan and Union counties. 
He was the first to sight the crea¬ 
ture in the area. 

There are 434 square miles in 
Union County. There are only 28,- 
100 people, and 12,000 of them 
live in incorporated areas. There 
are a lot of lonely places in Union 
County. 

Logan County has 469 square 
miles, with a population of 37,- 
000. About 13,000 of them live in 
incorporated areas. 

The rest of the population in 
each county lives on farms. There 
are 2,598 farms, about evenly 
split between the counties. 

When television commentators 
talk about “the heartland,” they 
are talking about such counties 
as Union and Logan. Come sum¬ 
mer, a farmer there spends long, 
solitary hours driving a tractor 
across one field or another. He is 
alone. He is miles away from oth¬ 
er humans. 

ON JUNE IT, Poling had been 
to a baseball game. Poling is in 
his 30s and has two adolescent 
sons. He returned from the game, 
where he had watched one of his 
sons play, and decided to do some 
cultivating in one of his cornfields 
before tbe light failed. 

It was about 8:30 p.m. 

Poling had worked for a short 
time when he glanced along his 
fence line at the edge of the 
woods. “Something caught my 
eye,” he said. 

"At first I thought it was a 

bear. But it wasn’t no bear. It 
came out of the woods and had to 
duck under a branch hanging out 
over the fence. Then it stood up. 
It was about seven feet tall. But 
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The creature caught Poling’s eye as it walked aleng the fence 

Five have sighted 
big, hairy creature 


Within the last two weeks, 
five people claimed to have 
seen bigfoot. The sightings 
were within a five-mile radius. 

Each witness gave basically 
the same description, although 
Donna Riegler said that a driv¬ 
ing rain prevented her from 
seeing some details. 

The sightings: 

• June 17: Patrick Poling, a 
farmer, while cultivating a 
cornfield, saw the creature 
come out of the woods. 

• June 19: Ray Quay said he 
came around his barn and saw 
the creature, yelled and It 
walked off Into some heavy un¬ 
dergrowth. Quay’s son, Thom¬ 
as. 17. said be saw the same 
creature a little later. 

• June 24: Mrs. Riegler, a 
legal secretary, saw the crea¬ 
ture lying on a road while she 
was on her way home from 
work. 

• June 26: Larry Ramey saw 
the creature at the edge of a 
woods while Ramey was driv¬ 
ing a farm tractor. 

EACH WITNE88 told of a 
man-like creature more than 
seven-feet tall, with long hair, 
broad shoulders, and a well- 
proportioned body. The crea¬ 
ture, they said, was not excep¬ 


tionally long-legged or long- 
armed, but built like a very 
large man. Each said the crea¬ 
ture moved stiffly and turned 
Its whole body, rather than just 
tbe upper portion. 

Donald Mathys, a neighbor of 
Poling, made a plaster cast of a 
footprint found near where Pol¬ 
ing sighted the creature. The 
footprint >6 about 17 inches 
long, seven Inches wide and has 
tour toes. 

Union County sheriffs deputy 
Mike Powers took a team into 
the area Friday night. The 
group spent the night there. 
Powers told the Beacon Journal 
Saturday that “We found defi¬ 
nite sign that indicate some¬ 
thing la there. We have to look 
Into It." 

POWERS said hundreds of 
people already have driven 
around looking for the creature. 
The county detective said he Is 
concerned that gawkers could 
pose a threat. Some of them, he 
said, are armed, and he is 
afraid an over-eager sightseer 
might shoot someone. 

Powers said there it no indi¬ 
cation the creature la danger¬ 
ous. But, he added, be wants no 
one taking chances and he 
wants no ont shoe 


maybe more. I mean, it walked 
with its knees bent a little. It 
walked along the fence line. It 
wasn’t like anything I seen be¬ 
fore. It wasn’t a monkey or a 
gorilla or anything. I watched it. 
I was really scared at first. 

“BUT THEN I figured it 
couldn’t hurt me as long as 1 was 
on the tractor,” he said. "So I 
moved toward it. It was walking 
along the fence, perpendicular to 
me. I wanted to see if I could turn 
it around so I could see its (ace. 
So I gassed the tractor to head it 
off. 

“That's when it stopped and 
turned and looked at me. It 
turned around like this.” Poling 
crouched, held his hands at his 
side and turned his whole body. 
When facing front, his palms 
were out in a curious gesture, 
almost as though in appeal for 
understanding. 

When asked about the gesture, 
Poling glanced in surprise at his 
hands. "Yeah,” he said. "Like 
this. This is how he stood.” 

Poling said he is most upset 
because he could see no facial 
features, even though he estimat¬ 
ed the creature was only about 30 
yards away. "I just couldn’t see 
any face. There was just nothing 
there," he said. 

POLING is reluctant to talk 
about his experiences. He has 
been plagued with phone calls, he 
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said, and goaded by radio and 

television people to make some 
controversial statement or other. 
One television crew came to his 
home while he was In the fields 
and took his two sons and talked 
the boys into taking them to 
where the creature was sighted. 

"I’m tired of it,” Poling said, 
and shook his head. “I refused to 
go on television. The radio called 
and I said I wouldn't go on the 
radio and they said OK and then 
they taped the telephone call. 

"One television station told me 
everybody wants to be on televi¬ 
sion. I told them I didn’t." 


TIRED of the whole business, 
too. Is Donna Riegler. A legal 
secretary, she is the wife of a 
Union County game protector. 

She was on her way home 
Tuesday. It was about 5:30 p.m. 
It had been a hot, muggy day. 
The sky darkened, electricity 
crackled and when the rain came 
it fell in large drops. 

“I was in a good mood. I just 
wanted to get home,” Mrs. Rie¬ 
gler said. “I went over the rail¬ 
road tracks slow. I always do be¬ 
cause I don’t want to knock my 
wheels out of line. Then I saw this 
thing laying on the road, hunched 
over. I thought it was a big dog 
at first. Then it stood up and I 
thought it was a man. I thought 
he was crazy, laying on the road. 
I couldn't figure why he was out 
there. He had no golf clubs. No 
luggage. Then he turned around 
and looked at me.” 

She said tbe creature was 
about 60 yards away. 

MRS. RIEGLER was asked 
what it looked like. She stood up, 
bent her knees a bit, and then 
held her hands, palms out, in the 
same gesture of appeal that Pol¬ 
ing had taken. 

When that was pointed out to 
her, she glanced down at her 
hands, surprised. “Well, yes, 
that’s how he stood,” she said. 

Mrs. Riegler said she could see 
no facial features. 

"I was scared,” she said. “I 
was afraid he was coming after 
me. Maybe he didn't really come 
toward me. I was just scared.” 

Mrs. Riegler said she backed 
the car over railroad tracks and 
onto another road. She said she 
stopped at a stranger’s house, 
was admitted and broke down 
sobbing. When she collected her 
self, she said, she called her hus¬ 
band. 

Both Poling and Mrs. Riegler 
are believeable witnesses. Each 
reacts with suspicion when asked 
about the creature. 


BELIEVEABLE, too, is Larry 
Ramey, 27. Ramey sighted the 
creature Thursday night. He was 
on a tractor in Logan County, 
just across the border from Union 
County. He said the creature 
came out of a woods, saw the 13- 
fodt. 270-horsepower tractor and 
came toward it. 

"At first I took it was A1 or 
Billy,” Ramey said, meaning two 
other men working with him. 
"But then I saw it wasn’t them. It 
was big.” 

He said the creature went back 
into the woods when another trac¬ 
tor approached. , . 
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Minerva’s 'monster 


is "almost like a per" 


‘It was moving pretty good on livo legs, pumping 
its arms like a track star. I got back in the car , 
rolled up the windows and locked the door.’’ 

— Herbert Burke Jr. 


8 y Barbara Mudrak 

Beacon Journal WaH writer 

He's become, residents of the 
area say. a fixture in the neigh¬ 
borhood: Everyone knows he’s 
there, but no one pays much at¬ 
tention anymore. 

He has a few eccentricities, 
such as regularly pelting nearby 
houses with small stones, but 
mostly he keeps to himself and is 
generally considered a good 
neighbor, they say. 

The so-called "Minerva mon¬ 
ster." who two years ago created 
an uproar the likes of which Paris 
Township had never seen, still is 
hanging around the densely wood¬ 
ed area behind the home of Her¬ 
bert and Evelyn Cayton in south¬ 
eastern Stark County, nearby 
residents report. 

“He's almost like a pet,” said 
Mary Ackerman, one of the Cay-' 
tons' daughters, who lives near¬ 
by. 

THE CREATURE’S first re¬ 
ported public appearance came 
in August 1978 when Mrs. Cay- 
ion her son, Howe, and another 
daughter, Vicki Keck, were walk¬ 
ing up the banks of the aban¬ 
doned strip pit behind the house. 
There, they said, they saw a crea¬ 
ture — described as over six feet 
tall and covered with dark, mat¬ 
ted hair — standing less than 50 
feet away. 

Mrs. Cayton and Mrs. Keck, 
along with their friends, Becky 
Manley and Linda Jones, both of 
Canton, and Scott Patterson, of 
Minerva, said they got a better 
look at the creature a few nights 
later when he appeared outside a 
window, less than 10 feet from 
the kitchen table where the group 
was sitting. 

A powerful outdoor light over¬ 
head showed the creature clearly, 
but the witnesses said they could 
not distinguish arms or facial fea¬ 
tures because of the thick hair. 
They said the creature weighed 
at least 300 pounds. 

THE FIVE said they noticed 
that when the creature appeared, 
the usual "night noises” from 
crickets and tree toads stopped 
and a strong, peculiar odor like 
that of stagnant water was evi¬ 
dent. 


They called the Stark County 
sheriff's department and deputy 
James Shannon was dispatched 
to the scene. Shannon said he 
smelled a terrible odor when he 
arrived. 

He said later the sheriff's de¬ 
partment did not consider the 
sightings a hoax. 

Reports of the creature brought 
a horde of reporters, photogra¬ 
phers, curiosity seekers and “big- 
foot” hunters to the area. Some 
of the hunters came armed with 
shotguns, high-powered rifles, 
Dobermans and cases of beer. 

TWO YEARS later, it appears 
no one is any closer to finding out 
whal the Minerva monster is. 

Sheriff's deputies who investi¬ 
gated in 1978 say they were nev¬ 
er able to identify some pieces of 
hair and something that looked 
like a jawbone, found near the 
strip pits. 

Herbert Burke Jr., 24, lived In 
the trailer park next to the Cay- 
tons and said he got a good look 
at the creature as it crossed 
Route 30 last summer. Burke, 
who now lives in North Canton, 
said he’d heard stories about the 
creature but decided he would 
"believe it when I see it.” 

He said that one night as he 
was pulling into the driveway of 
the trailer park, he spotted some¬ 
thing tall standing across the 
road. He said he shined his head¬ 
lights on the creature — which 
was less than 40 yards away — 
then got out of the car for a bet¬ 
ter look. He said the creature was 
seven or eight feet tall, weighed 
more than 400 pounds, and was 
covered with dark, matted hair. 

AS THE lights illuminated the 
creature, it began running toward 
the woods, he said. 

“It was moving pretty good on 


two legs, pumping its arms like a 
track star,” he said. "I got back 
in the car, rolled up the windows 
and locked the door." 

He said he and other residents 
of the trailer park often heard 
rocks hitting their mobile homes 
at night and a variety of strange 
noises coming from the woods. 

He said the noises ranged from a 
kind of laughter, to a loud 
scream, to something that sound¬ 
ed like a baby’s cry. 

The Caytons say they often find 
large footprints in the soft ground 
near their garden, and Mrs. Cay¬ 
ton has several snapshots of 
them. She said the footprints re¬ 
semble those of a human and 
range from 14 to 21 inches long. 

IN THE MONTHS following the 

commotion two years ago, she 
said, she put out fruits and vege¬ 
tables behind the house every 
night on Deputy Shannon’s ad¬ 
vice. She said every morning the 
food would be gone and footprints 
occasionally would be nearby. 

“This year I’ve got a garden 
out and if any of my vegetables 
are touched . . . .” Mrs. Cayton 
said in a mock-threatening voice. 

The Caytons and their neigh¬ 
bors say that, on occasion, they 
still experience the eerie silence 
and smell the odor, which Mrs. 
Ackerman says smells like the 
“seeweed” her son Andy brought 
up from the lake In the aban¬ 
doned strip mine last year. 

WITH THE silence and the | 
smell, they say, they know the 3 
creature probably is near. 

But they say they have grown j 
accustomed to it and no longer J 
make a fuss. 

“Whatever it is. it’s not dan- 
gerous," Mrs. Cayton said. “If it l| 
was going to hurt someone, it f 
would have done it by now.” 
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Ohio’s Bigfoot disappears, 

but lives on in conversation j 

■ > 


WEST MANSFIELD (A 1 ) — 
Residents of rural west central 
i M !0 seem convinced that Bigfoot 
has decided to leave the area and 
head elsewhere. 

No sightings of the legendary 
creature have been reported 
since mid-June, and the area of 
Union and Logan counties around 
West Mansfield appears to be al¬ 
most back to normal calm. 

‘ There haven't beer any mote 
sightings for some reason. He's 
probably left or something." said 
Keith Warrick. 15. "I haven't 
heard nobody talk aboul him at 
all." 

Gene Mathys. owner of several 
Main Street shops, said, "We still 
get stones m the pizza shop . . . 


rumors, most of ii lies. You still 
hoar quite a bil of stuff." 

BIGFOOT is the name given an 
elusive man-like creature about 7 
feet tall that is covered with hair 
and has a long stride and huge 
feet. Bigfoot or similar creatures 
have been reported sighted in 
northwestern United States and 
other mountainous and remote 
parts of the world. 

Bigfoot was first reported spot¬ 
ted in Union County June 15 by 
farmer Patrick Poling. 

Ray Quay, a Logan County 
farmer, reported seeing the crea¬ 
ture June 19, and Quay's son 
Tom said he saw it June 25. 

Bigfoot's trademark was a se¬ 


ries of footprints measuring up in 
20 inches in diameter, which 
were found on the farms. 

"The sightings we had were 
that one week," said Peggy Hos¬ 
tetler, a Logan County sheriff's 
dispatcher. She said nothing has 
been reported since. 

Bui iho erealure.'s supposed 
visit has left its mailt. Residents 
say Bigfoot T-shirls arc being 
sold in a beauty shop. 

Raymond Justice said he has 
good reason to believe the Bigfoot 
saga was a hoax. But when 
pressed further, he refused to 
talk, saying it was "a good 
story" that he hated to spoil. 

I don’t know what it was.” he 
said. 
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